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Barbarians At The Gate
The Federation has endured for hundreds of years, but now it is dying, killed by the corruption
and decadence of the Senate and the rising power of military warlords. The shipping lanes are
coming apart, the colonists are revolting and outside forces are pressing against undefended
borders. Now, as one warlord makes a bid for supreme power, the entire edifice is on the
verge of falling apart. Two officers, bearers of a proud military tradition, may be all that stands
between the Federation and total destruction. For Admiral Marius Drake, there is no greater
cause than the survival of humanity's prized unity. For the young and ambitious Roman
Garibaldi, the growing civil war offers a chance of promotion far beyond the usual boundaries.
Together, they will save the Federation or die trying. But with the Senate suspicious of any
competent commanding officers, their success may condemn them to an inglorious death.
Buy now to get the main key ideas from Bryan Burrough and John Helyar's Barbarians at the
Gate Nothing could excite an adventurous business person more than participating in the
largest leveraged buyout (LBO) in history and becoming a billionaire along the way. In
Barbarians at the Gate (1989), Bryan Burrough and John Helyar narrate the chaotic battles
that ensued after news broke that food and tobacco giant RJR Nabisco was seeking an LBO
as a solution for the drop in stock prices caused in part by CEO Ross Johnson’s restlessness
and gravitation towards extreme actions and risks. What followed was a sequence of shocking
surprises and interferences. The end result was the biggest deal done to date, although it
wasn’t Johnson who harvested its glory.
The extraordinary story of the intermingled civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome, spanning
more than six millennia from the late Bronze Age to the seventh century The magnificent
civilization created by the ancient Greeks and Romans is the greatest legacy of the classical
world. However, narratives about the "civilized" Greek and Roman empires resisting the
barbarians at the gate are far from accurate. Tony Spawforth, an esteemed scholar, author,
and media contributor, follows the thread of civilization through more than six millennia of
history. His story reveals that Greek and Roman civilization, to varying degrees, was
supremely and surprisingly receptive to external influences, particularly from the East. From
the rise of the Mycenaean world of the sixteenth century B.C., Spawforth traces a path through
the ancient Aegean to the zenith of the Hellenic state and the rise of the Roman empire, the
coming of Christianity and the consequences of the first caliphate. Deeply informed,
provocative, and entirely fresh, this is the first and only accessible work that tells the
extraordinary story of the classical world in its entirety.
Barbarians at the GateThe Fall of RJR NabiscoRandom House
This is the story of the largest corporate take-over in American history. With a stake of $25
billion, the battle for the control of RJR Nabisco during October and November 1988 became a
symbol of the greed and power-mongering of the eighties. This grippi
It was the most brutal corporate restructuring in Wall Street history. The 2015 bankruptcy brawl
for the storied casino giant, Caesars Entertainment, pitted brilliant and ruthless private equity
legends against the world's most relentless hedge fund wizards. In the tradition of Barbarians
at the Gate and The Big Short comes the riveting, multi-dimensional poker game between
private equity firms and distressed debt hedge funds that played out from the Vegas Strip to
Manhattan boardrooms to Chicago courthouses and even, for a moment, the halls of the
United States Congress. On one side: Apollo Global Management and TPG Capital. On the
other: the likes of Elliott Management, Oaktree Capital, and Appaloosa Management. The
Caesars bankruptcy put a twist on the old-fashioned casino heist. Through a $27 billion
leveraged buyout and a dizzying string of financial engineering transactions, Apollo and
TPG—in the midst of the post-Great Recession slump—had seemingly snatched every prime
asset of the company from creditors, with the notable exception of Caesars Palace. But
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Caesars’ hedge fund lenders and bondholders had scooped up the company’s paper for
nickels and dimes. And with their own armies of lawyers and bankers, they were ready to do
everything necessary to take back what they believed was theirs—if they could just stop their
own infighting. These modern financiers now dominate the scene in Corporate America as
their fight-to-the-death mentality continues to shock workers, politicians, and broader
society—and even each other. In The Caesars Palace Coup, financial journalists Max Frumes
and Sujeet Indap illuminate the brutal tactics of distressed debt mavens—vultures, as they are
condemned—in the sale and purchase of even the biggest companies in the world with billions
of dollars hanging in the balance.
Barbarian at the Gate: From the American Suburbs to the Taiwanese Army is the unique
account of a white American doing military service in the ROC (Republic of China) army. Locke
fell in love with Taiwan during a year of language study and decided to make the island his
home. Acquiring Taiwanese citizenship as a way to make life easier proved anything but. The
bureaucratic nightmare found him trapped and stateless in Hong Kong for six long months, and
after settling into life in Taiwan he received a surprise call-up for military service. It was a
daunting challenge for the perennial outsider, the softly-spoken introvert needing to conform to
military life in a setting - where as the only westerner - he was the ultimate odd-man-out. After
basic training at the country's toughest boot camp he served the rest of his two years' at a
mountain base in Miaoli County. Barbarian at the Gate is a detailed and brutally honest
insider's look at Taiwan's military, and also the personal story of the search for identity and the
struggle to assimilate. Locke describes the nerve-wracking lottery system, the rigors of training,
his assignments ranging from running a karaoke bar for officers to slaughtering diseased pigs,
the camaraderie of the barracks, and how - unexpectedly - he developed a deeper sense of
belonging and acceptance than he ever had before. The book is an intimate portrait of an
important part of Taiwanese life that has never been written about in English before. Military
service is for many Taiwanese males the most memorable experience of their lives, a difficult
rite of passage into manhood that is remembered with dread and nostalgia, and so it proved for
Locke.
A #1 bestseller from coast to coast, Den of Thieves tells the full story of the insider-trading
scandal that nearly destroyed Wall Street, the men who pulled it off, and the chase that finally
brought them to justice. Pulitzer Prize–winner James B. Stewart shows for the first time how
four of the eighties’ biggest names on Wall Street—Michael Milken, Ivan Boesky, Martin Siegel,
and Dennis Levine —created the greatest insider-trading ring in financial history and almost
walked away with billions, until a team of downtrodden detectives triumphed over some of
America’s most expensive lawyers to bring this powerful quartet to justice. Based on secret
grand jury transcripts, interviews, and actual trading records, and containing explosive new
revelations about Michael Milken and Ivan Boesky written especially for this paperback edition,
Den of Thieves weaves all the facts into an unforgettable narrative—a portrait of human nature,
big business, and crime of unparalleled proportions.

The study of language attitudes is the investigation of beliefs expressed about the
nature of language and its diverse usages, how these attitudes came to exist and
persist, and how these attitudes shape social action and policy. Language attitude
studies have illuminated our understanding of racial issues, social and economic
stratification, cultural stereotypes, educational issues, folk linguistics, and, more
recently, popular culture. This volume is an examination of four intersections in
language attitudes research: Authority, Affiliation, Authenticity, and Accommodation. In
each section, the contributors introduce new dimensions to the study of language
attitudes while providing examples of the ways in which the study of language attitudes
can continue to inform and shape our understanding of language diversity.
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Originally published: New York, NY: BasicBooks, c1992.
“Full of schadenfreude and speculation—and solid, timely history too.” —Kirkus Reviews
“This is a portrait of capitalism as white-knuckle risk taking, yielding fruitful discoveries
for the fathers, but only sterile speculation for the sons—a story that resonates with
today's economic upheaval.” —Publishers Weekly “What's not to enjoy about a book full
of monstrous egos, unimaginable sums of money, and the punishment of greed and
shortsightedness?” —The Economist Phenomenal reviews and sales greeted the
hardcover publication of The Big Rich, New York Times bestselling author Bryan
Burrough's spellbinding chronicle of Texas oil. Weaving together the multigenerational
sagas of the industry's four wealthiest families, Burrough brings to life the men known in
their day as the Big Four: Roy Cullen, H. L. Hunt, Clint Murchison, and Sid Richardson,
all swaggering Texas oil tycoons who owned sprawling ranches and mingled with
presidents and Hollywood stars. Seamlessly charting their collective rise and fall, The
Big Rich is a hugely entertaining account that only a writer with Burrough's abilities-and
Texas upbringing-could have written.
Michael Kulikowski traces two hundred years of Roman history during which the Empire
became ungovernable and succumbed to turbulence and change. A sweeping political
narrative, The Tragedy of Empire tells the story of the Western Roman Empire’s
downfall, even as the Eastern Empire remained politically strong and culturally vibrant.
A modern classic by Nobel Laureate J.M. Coetzee. His latest novel, The Schooldays of
Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January
2018. For decades the Magistrate has been a loyal servant of the Empire, running the
affairs of a tiny frontier settlement and ignoring the impending war with the barbarians.
When interrogation experts arrive, however, he witnesses the Empire's cruel and unjust
treatment of prisoners of war. Jolted into sympathy for their victims, he commits a
quixotic act of rebellion that brands him an enemy of the state. J. M. Coetzee's prizewinning novel is a startling allegory of the war between opressor and opressed. The
Magistrate is not simply a man living through a crisis of conscience in an obscure place
in remote times; his situation is that of all men living in unbearable complicity with
regimes that ignore justice and decency. Mark Rylance (Wolf Hall, Bridge of Spies),
Ciro Guerra and producer Michael Fitzgerald are teaming up to to bring J.M. Coetzee's
Waiting for the Barbarians to the big screen.
Barbarism revisited revisits well-known and obscure chapters in the genealogy of
barbarism from Greek antiquity to the present. Through contemporary interdisciplinary
perspectives, it recasts the conceptual history of barbarism as a task for literary
scholars, art historians, and cultural analysts.
Analyzes how fangyan (local Chinese languages or dialects) were central to the
creation of modern Chinese nationalism.
Journey into the realm of VHS tapes and midnight showings where brawny barbarians
rescue nubile virgins from evil wizards, giant snakes, and armies of the undead!
Although originating in the era of the pulp magazines, sword and sorcery fiction enjoyed
a cinematic boom in the 1980s; a decade that gave us Conan the Barbarian and The
Beastmaster as well as more low-budget offerings like the Roger Corman-produced
Deathstalker series and the Italian entries like Conquest and the Ator saga. Some of
these movies are fondly remembered as cult classics today but many were released
directly to VHS and lurked on the shelves of video rental stores before vanishing into
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obscurity. While some have long since lost their lustre, there are plenty of diamonds in
the rough to be found. This book takes a comprehensive look at over 40 sword and
sorcery movies from the 1980s, from the towering titans to the bargain basement
sleaze-fests, unearthing them from their tombs and dusting them off so that they may
shine once more.

David Steigerwald chronicles the legacy of Wilsonian idealism from its
emergence during World War I through its recent resurgence during Desert
Storm. The first history of this central strain of thought in modern American
politics, Steigerwald's wide-ranging account encompasses the careers of many
prominent twentieth-century political figures and thinkers, including Walter
Lippmann, Elihu Root, Newton D. Baker, Raymond Fosdick, Adlai Stevenson,
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Theodore Lowi, and Francis Fukuyama. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, massive cultural and political pressures
threatened to undermine the liberal tradition by dissolving faith in human reason.
A group of moderate thinkers attempting to salvage that faith rallied behind
Woodrow Wilson's conception of world order. Through the American
internationalist movement, these Wilsonian liberals defended the proposition that
decisions based on enlightened self-interest would lead to political harmony, and
they strove to institutionalize their principles through the formation of the League
of Nations. As he traces the fate of universal ideals through American political
thought, Steigerwald describes how the Wilsonians remained committed to the
free market in the face of war and depression and continued to oppose interest
groups in spite of the emergence of mass politics. In addition to demonstrating
the capacity of Wilsonianism for regeneration and sustained influence,
Steigerwald reveals the ironies that have attended its persistence across the
century. Throughout some of the most horrendous events in history, he shows,
Wilsonian idealism adhered to fundamental beliefs in international rule of law and
in the beneficence of technological progress and liberal capitalism.
Visionary thinker Jane Jacobs uses her authoritative work on urban life and
economies to show us how we can protect and strengthen our culture and
communities. In Dark Age Ahead, Jane Jacobs identifies five pillars of our culture
that we depend on but which are in serious decline: community and family; higher
education; the effective practice of science; taxation and government; and selfpolicing by learned professions. The decay of these pillars, Jacobs contends, is
behind such ills as environmental crisis, racism and the growing gulf between rich
and poor; their continued degradation could lead us into a new Dark Age, a
period of cultural collapse in which all that keeps a society alive and vibrant is
forgotten. But this is a hopeful book as well as a warning. Jacobs draws on her
vast frame of reference -- from fifteenth-century Chinese shipbuilding to zoning
regulations in Brampton, Ontario -- and in highly readable, invigorating prose
offers proposals that could arrest the cycles of decay and turn them into
beneficent ones. Wise, worldly, full of real-life examples and accessible concepts,
this book is an essential read for perilous times.
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In this latest collection of his always provocative essays, Thomas Sowell once
again demonstrates why he is one of the most thoughtful, readable, and
controversial thinkers of our time. With his usual unrelenting candor, Sowell cuts
through the stereotypes, popular mythology, and "mush" surrounding the critical
issues facing our nation today.
A New York Times bestseller! “Lively and absorbing. . ." — The New York Times
Book Review "Engrossing." —Wall Street Journal “Entertaining and wellresearched . . . ” —Houston Chronicle Three noted Texan writers combine forces
to tell the real story of the Alamo, dispelling the myths, exploring why they had
their day for so long, and explaining why the ugly fight about its meaning is now
coming to a head. Every nation needs its creation myth, and since Texas was a
nation before it was a state, it's no surprise that its myths bite deep. There's no
piece of history more important to Texans than the Battle of the Alamo, when
Davy Crockett and a band of rebels went down in a blaze of glory fighting for
independence from Mexico, losing the battle but setting Texas up to win the war.
However, that version of events, as Forget the Alamo definitively shows, owes
more to fantasy than reality. Just as the site of the Alamo was left in ruins for
decades, its story was forgotten and twisted over time, with the contributions of
Tejanos--Texans of Mexican origin, who fought alongside the Anglo
rebels--scrubbed from the record, and the origin of the conflict over Mexico's
push to abolish slavery papered over. Forget the Alamo provocatively explains
the true story of the battle against the backdrop of Texas's struggle for
independence, then shows how the sausage of myth got made in the Jim Crow
South of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. As uncomfortable as it
may be to hear for some, celebrating the Alamo has long had an echo of
celebrating whiteness. In the past forty-some years, waves of revisionists have
come at this topic, and at times have made real progress toward a more nuanced
and inclusive story that doesn't alienate anyone. But we are not living in one of
those times; the fight over the Alamo's meaning has become more pitched than
ever in the past few years, even violent, as Texas's future begins to look more
and more different from its past. It's the perfect time for a wise and generousspirited book that shines the bright light of the truth into a place that's gotten
awfully dark.
"The ultimate chronicle of the games behind the game."—The New York Times
Book Review Baseball has always inspired rhapsodic elegies on the glory of man
and golden memories of wonderful times. But what you see on the field is only
half the game. In this fascinating, colorful chronicle—based on hundreds of
interviews and years of research and digging—John Helyar brings to vivid life the
extraordinary people and dramatic events that shaped America's favorite
pastime, from the dead-ball days at the turn of the century through the great
strike of 1994. Witness zealous Judge Landis banish eight players, including
Shoeless Joe Jackson, after the infamous "Black Sox" scandal; the flamboyant
A's owner Charlie Finley wheel and deal his star players, Vida Blue and Rollie
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Fingers, like a deck of cards; the hysterical bidding war of coveted free agent
Catfish Hunter; the chain-smoking romantic, A. Bartlett Giamatti, locking horns
with Pete Rose during his gambling days of summer; and much more. Praise for
The Lords of the Realm "A must-read for baseball fans . . . reads like a suspense
novel."—Kirkus Reviews "Refreshingly hard-headed . . . the only book you'll need
to read on the subject."—Newsday "Lots of stories . . . well told, amusing . . .
edifying."—The Washington Post
Through the centre of China’s historic capital, Long Peace Street cuts a long,
arrow-straight line. It divides the Forbidden City, home to generations of Chinese
emperors, from Tiananmen Square, the vast granite square constructed to glorify
a New China under Communist rule. To walk the street is to travel through the
story of China’s recent past, wandering among its physical relics and hearing
echoes of its dramas. Long Peace Street recounts a journey in modern China, a
walk of twenty miles across Beijing offering a very personal encounter with the
life of the capital’s streets. At the same time, it takes the reader on a journey
through the city’s recent history, telling the story of how the present and future of
the world’s rising superpower has been shaped by its tumultuous past, from the
demise of the last imperial dynasty in 1912 through to the present day.
A New York Times bestseller that brings to life one of the bloodiest battles of
World War II—and the beginning of the end of the Third Reich. On August 5,
1942, giant pillars of dust rose over the Russian steppe, marking the advance of
the 6th Army, an elite German combat unit dispatched by Hitler to capture the
industrial city of Stalingrad and press on to the oil fields of Azerbaijan. The
Germans were supremely confident; in three years, they had not suffered a
single defeat.The Luftwaffe had already bombed the city into ruins. German
soldiers hoped to complete their mission and be home in time for Christmas. The
siege of Stalingrad lasted five months, one week, and three days. Nearly two
million men and women died, and the 6th Army was completely destroyed.
Considered by many historians to be the turning point of World War II in Europe,
the Soviet Army’s victory foreshadowed Hitler’s downfall and the rise of a
communist superpower. Bestselling author William Craig spent five years
researching this epic clash of military titans, traveling to three continents in order
to review documents and interview hundreds of survivors. Enemy at the Gates is
the enthralling result: the definitive account of one of the most important battles in
world history. It became a New York Times bestseller and was also the
inspiration for the 2001 film of the same name, starring Joseph Fiennes and Jude
Law.
One of conservatism's most articulate voices dissects today's most important
economic, racial, political, education, legal, and social issues, sharing his
entertaining and thought-provoking insights on a wide range of contentious
subjects. --"This book contains an abundance of wisdom on a large number of
economic issues." --Mises Review
A collection of essays that discusses such issues as the media, immigration, the minimum
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wage and multiculturalism.
Barbarians at the Gates of the Public Library is a philosophical and historical analysis of how
the rise of consumerism has led to the decline of the original mission of public libraries to
sustain and promote democracy through civic education. Through a reading of historical
figures such as Plato, Helvetius, Rousseau, and John Stuart Mill, the book shows how
democracy and even capitalism were originally believed to depend upon the moral and political
education that public libraries (and other institutions of rational public discourse) could provide.
But as capitalism developed in the 20th century it evolved into a postmodern consumerism that
replaced democracy with consumerism and education with entertainment. Public libraries have
mistakenly tried to remain relevant by shadowing the rise of consumerism, but have instead
contributed to the rise of a new barbarism and the decline of democracy.
A book that stormed both the bestseller list and the public imagination, a book that created a
genre of its own, and a book that gets at the heart of Wall Street and the '80s culture it helped
define, Barbarians at the Gate has emerged twenty years after the tumultuous deal it so
brilliantly recounts as a modern classic—a masterpiece of investigatory journalism and a
rollicking book of corporate derring-do and financial swordsmanship. The fight to control RJR
Nabisco during October and November of 1988 was more than just the largest takeover in Wall
Street history. Marked by brazen displays of ego not seen in American business for decades, it
became the high point of a new gilded age and its repercussions are still being felt. The tale
remains the ultimate story of greed and glory—a story and a cast of characters that determined
the course of global business and redefined how deals would be done and fortunes made in
the decades to come. Barbarians at the Gate is the gripping account of these two frenzied
months, of deal makers and publicity flaks, of an old-line industrial powerhouse (home of such
familiar products a Oreos and Camels) that became the victim of the ruthless and rapacious
style of finance in the 1980s. As reporters for The Wall Street Journal, Burrough and Helyar
had extensive access to all the characters in this drama. They take the reader behind the
scenes at strategy meetings and society dinners, into boardrooms and bedrooms, providing an
unprecedentedly detailed look at how financial operations at the highest levels are conducted
but also a richly textured social history of wealth at the twilight of the Reagan era. At the center
of the huge power struggle is RJR Nabisco's president, the high-living Ross Johnson. It's his
secret plan to buy out the company that sets the frenzy in motion, attracting the country's
leading takeover players: Henry Kravis, the legendary leveraged-buyout king whose entry into
the fray sets off an acquisitive commotion; Peter Cohen, CEO of Shearson Lehman Hutton and
Johnson's partner, who needs a victory to propel his company to an unchallenged leadership in
the lucrative mergers and acquisitions field; the fiercely independent Ted Forstmann, motivated
as much by honor as by his rage at the corruption he sees taking over the business he
cherishes; Jim Maher and his ragtag team, struggling to regain credibility for the decimated
ranks at First Boston; and an army of desperate bankers, lawyers, and accountants, all drawn
inexorably to the greatest prize of their careers—and one of the greatest prizes in the history of
American business. Written with the bravado of a novel and researched with the diligence of a
sweeping cultural history, Barbarians at the Gate is present at the front line of every battle of
the campaign. Here is the unforgettable story of that takeover in all its brutality. In a new
afterword specially commissioned for the story's 20th anniversary, Burrough and Helyar return
to visit the heroes and villains of this epic story, tracing the fallout of the deal, charting the
subsequent success and failure of those involved, and addressing the incredible impact this
story—and the book itself—made on the world.
Strippers and Flippers . . . or a New Positive Force Helping to Drive the Economy . . . The
untold story of Steve Schwarzman and Blackstone, the financier and his financial powerhouse
that avoided the self-destructive tendencies of Wall Street. David Carey and John Morris show
how Blackstone (and other private equity firms) transformed themselves from gamblers, hostilePage 7/10
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takeover artists, and ‘barbarians at the gate’ into disciplined, risk-conscious investors. The
financial establishment—banks and investment bankers such as Citigroup, Bear Stearns,
Lehman, UBS, Goldman Sachs, Merrill Lynch, Morgan Stanley—were the cowboys, recklessly
assuming risks, leveraging up to astronomical levels and driving the economy to the brink of
disaster. Blackstone is now ready to break out once again since it is sitting on billions of dollars
that can be invested at a time when the market is starved for capital. The story of a financial
revolution—the greatest untold success story on Wall Street:Not only have Blackstone and a
small coterie of competitors wrested control of corporations around the globe, but they have
emerged as a major force on Wall Street, challenging the likes of Goldman Sachs and Morgan
Stanley for dominance. Great human interest story:How Blackstone went from two guys and a
secretary to being one of Wall Street’s most powerful institutions, far outgrowing its much
older rival KKR; and how Steve Schwarzman, with a pay packet one year of $398 million and
$684 million from the Blackstone IPO, came to epitomize the spectacular new financial
fortunes amassed in the 2000s. Controversial:Analyzes the controversies surrounding
Blackstone and whether it and other private equity firms suck the lifeblood out of companies to
enrich themselves—or whether they are a force that helps make the companies they own
stronger and thereby better competitors. The story by two insiders with access:Insightful and
hard-hitting, filled with never-before-revealed details about the workings of a heretofore
secretive company that was the personal fiefdom of Schwarzman and Peter Peterson. Forwardlooking:How Blackstone and private equity will drive the economy and provide a model for how
financing will work. From the Hardcover edition.
Barbarians serving in the Roman army, like all other Roman soldiers, faced difficult choices as
political events buffeted their leaders and threatened their livelihoods. Honorius, Stilicho,
Alaric, Galla Placidia, Constantius III and usurpers like Constantine III and Attalus left their
imprints upon these years - coloring the fabric of political and spiritual life as much as they
affected military affairs.
“Paints a telling portrait of this most restless generation raised in a system that has provided
them with unprecedented personal opportunities while denying them political ones. . . . A gifted
observer.”—Washington Post "Informative and often humorous . . . Presents a refreshing range
of perspectives about being twenty-something in China."—Forbes “Masterfully crafted.”—Los
Angeles Review of Books “A perceptive and quietly profound book.”—Booklist, starred review
"Compelling and beautifully written."—Prospect China’s new youth are the generation that will
change China. Offspring of the one-child policy, with no memory of Tiananmen, they are
destined to transform both their nation and the world. Understanding their motivations, dreams,
and attitudes is possibly the most important gauge of China’s future direction as it plays an
increasingly important role in shaping this century. China’s New Youth follows the lives of six
young Chinese as they navigate their aspirations, discontents, politics, and love lives. Their
stories include a netizen nationalist, a country migrant, the daughter of a Party member, a
rising pop star, and a feminist entrepreneur. With intimate access to this diverse generation,
Alec Ash—a young writer based in China since 2012—gives a vivid, immersive, fascinating
account of young China as it comes of age. China's New Youth was originally published in
hardcover until the title Wish Lanterns: Young Lives in New China. The new paperback edition
has been updated with a new preface and afterword by the author and a new foreword by
Karoline Kan.
"Barbarians at the Gate" is the classic account of the defining takeover in Wall Street merger
history. The authors' gripping record of the frenzy that overtook Wall Street, in fall of 1988,
gives a richly textured social history of wealth at the twilight of the Reagan era.
Military historian Caleb Carr’s groundbreaking work anticipated America’s current debates on
preemptive military action against terrorist sponsor states, reorganization of the American
intelligence system, and the treatment of terrorists as soldiers in supranational armies rather
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than as criminals. Carr’s authoritative exploration demonstrates that the practice of terrorism,
employed by national armies as well as extremists since the days of ancient Rome, is
ultimately self-defeating. Far from prompting submission, it stiffens enemy resolve and never
leads to long-lasting success. Controversial on its initial publication in 2002, The Lessons of
Terror has been repeatedly validated by subsequent events. Carr’s analysis of individual
terrorist acts, and particularly of the history of the Middle East conflict, is fundamental to a deep
understanding of the roots of terrorism as well as the steps and reforms that must be taken if
the continuing threat of terrorist behavior is to be met effectively today and, finally, eradicated
tomorrow.

New York Times Book Review Editor’s Choice; Real Simple Best of the Month;
Library Journal Editors’ Pick In the spirit of Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother,
Bringing up Bébé, and The Smartest Kids in the World, a hard-hitting exploration
of China’s widely acclaimed yet insular education system—held up as a model of
academic and behavioral excellence—that raises important questions for the
future of American parenting and education. When students in Shanghai rose to
the top of international rankings in 2009, Americans feared that they were being
"out-educated" by the rising super power. An American journalist of Chinese
descent raising a young family in Shanghai, Lenora Chu noticed how wellbehaved Chinese children were compared to her boisterous toddler. How did the
Chinese create their academic super-achievers? Would their little boy benefit
from Chinese school? Chu and her husband decided to enroll three-year-old
Rainer in China’s state-run public school system. The results were positive—her
son quickly settled down, became fluent in Mandarin, and enjoyed his friends—but
she also began to notice troubling new behaviors. Wondering what was
happening behind closed classroom doors, she embarked on an exploratory
journey, interviewing Chinese parents, teachers and education professors, and
following students at all stages of their education. What she discovered is a
military-like education system driven by high-stakes testing, with teachers posting
rankings in public, using bribes to reward students who comply, and shaming to
isolate those who do not. At the same time, she uncovered a years-long desire
by government to alleviate its students’ crushing academic burden and make
education friendlier for all. The more she learns, the more she wonders: Are
Chinese children—and her son—paying too high a price for their obedience and the
promise of future academic prowess? Is there a way to appropriate the
excellence of the system but dispense with the bad? What, if anything, could
Westerners learn from China’s education journey? Chu’s eye-opening
investigation challenges our assumptions and asks us to consider the true value
and purpose of education.
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts's approach to leveraged buyouts was an important
aspect of the corporate restructuring and governance reforms in the American
economy from the mid-1970s through 1990. During that period, KKR crafted a
series of progressively more elaborate deals tailored to specific companies and
market conditions. Through its creative debt financing and its relationships with
an evolving cast of investors, companies, and managers, KKR drove the scale
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and scope of the buyout phenomenon to unprecedented highs. This book, first
published in 1999, examines KKR's record in detail. Based upon interviews with
partners of the firm and on unprecedented access to KKR's records, George
Baker and George Smith have written a balanced and enlightening account of
how KKR has approached LBOs. The book focuses on KKR's founding,
evolution, and innovations as ways to understand issues in modern American
business. In examining KKR as a unique form of enterprise, the book bridges the
gap between public perception and academic knowledge of the leveraged
buyout.
The time was the 1980s. The place was Wall Street. The game was called Liar’s
Poker. Michael Lewis was fresh out of Princeton and the London School of
Economics when he landed a job at Salomon Brothers, one of Wall Street’s
premier investment firms. During the next three years, Lewis rose from callow
trainee to bond salesman, raking in millions for the firm and cashing in on a
modern-day gold rush. Liar’s Poker is the culmination of those heady, frenzied
years—a behind-the-scenes look at a unique and turbulent time in American
business. From the frat-boy camaraderie of the forty-first-floor trading room to the
killer instinct that made ambitious young men gamble everything on a high-stakes
game of bluffing and deception, here is Michael Lewis’s knowing and hilarious
insider’s account of an unprecedented era of greed, gluttony, and outrageous
fortune.
Chinese military history has emerged as one of the most promising and radical
fields of Chinese studies. China's rapidly increasing military power make
understanding the place of war in Chinese culture, as well as the role of the
military, and Chinese strategic thought, vital to dealing with this possible threat.
The recent flourishing of scholarship in this area has begun to allow an
equivalent comparison with western and world military history, leading to a new
understanding of war as a historical and cultural phenomenon, as well as revising
earlier analyses of the significance of war in Chinese history. Assembled in this
volume is a selection of articles that present earlier approaches to Chinese
military history as well as the most recent trends in research. The introductory
essay provides an overview of the field of Chinese military history and its
significance in the study of China, as well as pointing out encouraging new
developments in recent scholarship.
Using actual examples from history, this is a brilliant and irreverent piece of
business writing. The strategies offered in this indispensable guide will help
managers avoid the pitfalls of their predecessors, and help employees cope with
all kinds of bosses.
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