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Building Economics For Architects
A systemic transformation is underway in architectural design, engineering and construction.
The discipline and profession of architecture is being reshaped in a moment where information,
insight and predictions generated during the design process move into construction no longer
essentially via drawings. Other, more profound digital techniques yield fundamentally different
workflows, responsibilities and business models for architects. This book offers a
comprehensive framework, detailed analysis and critical assessment of the challenges and
opportunities inherent in those changes. The author sets out to provide direction for a new era
in architectural creation that can be understood and managed by a profession which must
become better equipped to direct its future.
The Architecture of Neoliberalism pursues an uncompromising critique of the neoliberal turn in
contemporary architecture. This book reveals how a self-styled parametric and post-critical
architecture serves mechanisms of control and compliance while promoting itself, at the same
time, as progressive. Spencer's incisive analysis of the architecture and writings of figures such
as Zaha Hadid, Patrik Schumacher, Rem Koolhaas, and Greg Lynn shows them to be in thrall
to the same notions of liberty as are propounded in neoliberal thought. Analysing architectural
projects in the fields of education, consumption and labour, The Architecture of Neoliberalism
examines the part played by contemporary architecture in refashioning human subjects into the
compliant figures - student-entrepreneurs, citizen-consumers and team-workers - requisite to
the universal implementation of a form of existence devoted to market imperatives.
Taking the break-up of the Soviet Union and the entry of Russia, China and India into the
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global market as the start of a new era of globalisation, Robert Adam compares new
developments in architecture and urban design with major shifts in the balance of power since
1990. Based on the principle that design unavoidably follows social change, politics and
economics, this analysis casts a new light on recent architecture. Starting with the lead up to
events in the 1990s, links are established between the global dominance of the North Atlantic
economies, architectural style and a dramatic increase in international architectural practice.
The widely-observed homogeneity of the global consumer economy is examined in relation to
branding, tourism and international competition between cities, and parallels are drawn with
universal architectural and urban types, iconic architecture and the rise of the star architect.
Contrasting pressures to maintain differences are identified in the break-up of nation states,
identity politics, targeted marketing and environmentalism, and these are related to attempts to
reinforce local identity through architecture and urban design. Using social, political and
economic change as a guide to new directions in architecture and urban design, the book ends
by tracing the changes in global power revealed by the 2008 Western financial crash and its
immediate impact on the built environment. By comparing past patterns of cultural influence,
the book speculates on how architecture and urban design may come to reflect wider global
trends.
A textbook on design economics for students of architecture, building and quantity surveying, it
examines the links between design and the costs of building as well as more general economic
issues and their significance for designers and builders.
This text introduces economics in a manner of interest specifically for architectural students,
relating it to decisions faced by architects in the early design phases. It describes the economic
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performance of building projects and design variables under the architect's control in the early
phase.
The economic analysis of a building is a complex subject and traditionally it has focused on a
single aspect of the structure or a single part of the construction process. Dr Tempelmans Plat
is a leading proponent of a new methodology which focuses on the building as a stock of
services to be supplied over a long lifespan. This method is more realistic since it takes into
account the changes in use and the adaptation of the building over its life. This book will be the
first to make this method comprehensible to a wide audience of postgraduate students and
professionals in the field of construction economics.
Students across a wide range of disciplines, ranging from construction management and
construction engineering through to architecture, property and surveying should find this an
invaluable textbook.
Building Economics for ArchitectsWiley
Recent decades have seen a major social and economic changes across the developed world
and consequent changes in the construction and property industries. The discipline of
construction economics needs to respond to this. For instance, the importance of sustainable
development has become recognised, as has the need to increasingly master the medium and
long-term consequences of construction, not only in the production but also in the
management of buildings across their whole life-cycle. And the new focus on the service
rendered by buildings, as distinct from the buildings themselves, has prompted a new
approach to the construction and property industries. Any economic analysis of these sectors
has to take account of all the participants involved in the life-cycle of building structures – not
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only in the design and construction, but also in the operation, maintenance, refurbishment and
demolition of property. This innovative new book draws on the work of the Task Group of the
CIB (International Council for Research and Innovation) on Macroeconomics for Construction.
It pulls together discussions of mesoeconomic and macroeconomic models and methodologies
in construction economics and presents an exciting approach to the analysis of the operation
and function of the construction and property sector within the economy. Graduate students
and researchers will find it an invaluable work.
Construction Economics in the Single European Market is an edited selection of papers from
the first European Construction Economics Conference. Experts give details on construction
costs from many European countries including Denmark, Ireland, France, Sweden,
Netherlands, Spain and the UK.
First published in 1991. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Architecture for the Commons dives into an analysis of how the tectonics of a building is
fundamentally linked to the economic organizations that allow them to exist. By tracing the
origins and promises of current technological practices in design, the book provides an
alternative path, one that reconsiders the means of achieving complexity through combinatorial
strategies. This move requires reconsidering serial production with crowdsourcing and user
content in mind. The ideas presented will be explored through the design research developed
within Plethora Project, a design practice that explores the use of video game interfaces as a
mechanism for participation and user design. The research work presented throughout the
book seeks to align with a larger project that is currently taking place in many different fields:
The Construction of the Commons. By developing both the ideological and physical
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infrastructure, the project of the Commons has become an antidote to current economic
practices that perpetuate inequality. The mechanisms of the production and governance of the
Commons are discussed, inviting the reader to get involved and participate in the discussion.
The current political and economic landscape calls for a reformulation of our current economic
practices and alternative value systems that challenge the current market monopolies. This
book will be of great interest not only to architects and designers studying the impact of digital
technologies in the field of design but also to researchers studying novel techniques for social
participation and cooperating of communities through digital networks. The book connects
principles of architecture, economics and social sciences to provide alternatives to the current
production trends.
Economy and Architecture addresses a timely, critical, and much-debated topic in both its
historical and contemporary dimensions. From the Apple Store in New York City, to the street
markets of the Pan American Highway; from commercial Dubai to the public schools of
Australia, this book takes a critical look at contemporary architecture from across the globe,
whilst extending its range back in history as far as the Homeric epics of ancient Greece. The
book addresses the challenges of practicing architecture within the strictures of contemporary
economies, grounded on the fundamental definition of ‘economy’ as the well managed
household – derived from the Greek oikonomia – oikos (house) and nemein (manage). The
diverse enquiries of the study are structured around the following key questions: How do we
define our economies? How are the values of architecture negotiated among the various actors
involved? How do we manage the production of a good architecture within any particular
system? How does political economy frame and influence architecture? The majority of
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examples are taken from current or recent architectural practice; historical examples, which
include John Evelyn’s villa, Blenheim Palace, John Ruskin’s Venice, and early twentieth
century Paris, place the debates within an extended critical perspective.
Smart Buildings Systems for Architects, Owners and Builders is a practical guide and resource
for architects, builders, engineers, facility managers, developers, contractors, and design
consultants. The book covers the costs and benefits of smart buildings, and the basic design
foundations, technology systems, and management systems encompassed within a smart
building. Unlike other resources, Smart Buildings is organized to provide an overview of each
of the technology systems in a building, and to indicate where each of these systems is in their
migration to and utilization of the standard underpinnings of a smart building. Written for any
professional interested in designing or building smart Buildings systems, this book provides
you with the fundamentals needed to select and utilize the most up to date technologies to
serve your purpose. In this book, you'll find simple to follow illustrations and diagrams, detailed
explanations of systems and how they work and their draw backs. Case studies are used to
provide examples of systems and the common problems encountered during instillation. Some
simple Repair and Trouble shooting tips are also included. After reading this book, builders,
architects and owners will have a solid understanding of how these systems work which of
these system is right for their project. Concise and easy to understand, the book will also
provide a common language for ensure understanding across the board. Thereby, eliminating
confusion and creating a common understanding among professionals. Ethernet, TCP/IP
protocols, SQL datebases, standard fiber optic Data Networks and Voice Networks Fire Alarm
Systems, Access Control Systems and Video Surveillance Systems Heating, Ventilating and
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Air Conditioning Systems and Electric Power Management Systems, Lighting Control Systems
Facility Management Systems
The American construction industry, reponsible for nearly 4% of the nation's Gross Domestic
Product, directly employs over five million people and provides millions of additional support
jobs in related fields. This book provides an introductory overview of the economic aspects of
the industry, including the historical development of building activity from earliest times to
modern day market-based construction, including the work of individual artisans to complex
construction unions. The book explores current trends in labor force participation; the
measurement of industry performance; the determinants of investment; government
involvement; competition; wage determination; training; and worker safety.
Global material crises are imminent. In the very near future, recycling will no longer be a choice
made by those concerned about the environment, but a necessity for all. This means a
paradigm shift in domestic behavior, manufacturing, construction, and design is inevitable. The
Architecture of Waste provides a hopeful outlook through examining current recycling
practices, rethinking initial manufacturing techniques, and proposing design solutions for
second lives of material-objects. The book touches on a variety of inescapable issues beyond
our global waste crisis including cultural psyches, politics, economics, manufacturing,
marketing, and material science. A series of crucial perspectives from experts cover these
topics and frames the research by providing a past, present, and future look at how we got
here and where we go next: the historical, the material, and the design. Twelve design
proposals look beyond the simple application of recycled and waste materials in
architecture—an admirable endeavor but one that does not engage the urgent reality of a
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circular economy—by aiming to transform familiar, yet flawed, material-objects into closed-loop
resources. Complete with over 150 color images and written for both professionals and
students, The Architecture of Waste is a necessary reference for rethinking the traditional role
of the architect and challenging the discipline to address urgent material issues within the
larger design process.
The Icon Project argues that the transnational capitalist class mobilizes two forms of iconic
architecture - unique icons recognized as works of art, notably designed by global starchitects
(such as Frank Gehry and Zaha Hadid); and typical icons copying elements of unique icons to promote the same ideological message: the culture-ideology of consumerism.
The Social (Re)Production of Architecture brings the debates of the ‘right to the city’ into
today’s context of ecological, economic and social crises. Building on the 1970s’ discussions
about the ‘production of space’, which French sociologist Henri Lefebvre considered a civic
right, the authors question who has the right to make space, and explore the kinds of relations
that are produced in the process. In the emerging post-capitalist era, this book addresses
urgent social and ecological imperatives for change and opens up questions around
architecture’s engagement with new forms of organization and practice. The book asks what
(new) kinds of ‘social’ can architecture (re)produce, and what kinds of politics, values and
actions are needed. The book features 24 interdisciplinary essays written by leading theorists
and practitioners including social thinkers, economic theorists, architects, educators, urban
curators, feminists, artists and activists from different generations and global contexts. The
essays discuss the diverse, global locations with work taking different and specific forms in
these different contexts. A cutting-edge, critical text which rethinks both practice and theory in
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the light of recent crises, making it key reading for students, academics and practitioners.
Contemporary Problems of Architecture and Construction 2020 includes contributions on
various complex issues and aspects of engineering and construction of buildings and
structures, protection, reconstruction and restoration of architecture, as well as
intellectualization of energy and safety systems functioning urban development. The
contributions were presented at the eponymous conference (ICCPAC 2020, St Petersburg,
Russia, November 25-26, 2020), and cover a wide range of topics: Urban development:
problems of urban construction and architecture Engineering, construction and operation of
buildings and structures Implementation of building information modeling (BIM) and geoinformation systems (GIS) technologies in the construction industry Energy efficiency of
buildings and maintenance systems Engineering technologies of sustainable nature
management and environmental protection Intellectualization and algorithmization of large
cities road safety systems functioning Economics and management in construction and public
utility services. Contemporary Problems of Architecture and Construction 2020 will be of
interest to academics and professionals involved in the urban development, engineering
technologies, architecture and construction, economics and management in construction
industry.
A groundbreaking history of architecture told through the relationship between buildings and
energy The story of architecture is the story of humanity. The buildings we live in, from the
humblest pre-historic huts to today's skyscrapers, reveal our priorities and ambitions, our family
structures and power structures. And to an extent never explored until now, architecture has
been shaped in every era by our access to energy, from fire to farming to fossil fuels. In this
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ground-breaking history of world architecture, Barnabas Calder takes us on a dazzling tour of
some of the most astonishing buildings of the past fifteen thousand years, from Uruk, via
Ancient Rome and Victorian Liverpool, to China's booming megacities. He reveals how every
building - from the Parthenon to the Great Mosque of Damascus to a typical Georgian house was influenced by the energy available to its architects, and why this matters. Today
architecture consumes so much energy that 40% of the world's greenhouse gas emissions
come from the construction and running of buildings. If we are to avoid catastrophic climate
change then now, more than ever, we need beautiful but also intelligent architecture, and to
retrofit - not demolish - the buildings we already have.
This practical guide to cost studies of buildings has been updated and revised throughout for
the 5th edition. New chapters have been added on the RICS New Rules of Measurement
(NRM) for order of cost estimating and elemental cost planning, and on the procurement of
construction projects.

Architecture and urbanism have contributed to one of the most sweeping
transformations of our times. Over the past four decades, neoliberalism has been not
only a dominant paradigm in politics but a process of bricks and mortar in everyday life.
Rather than to ask what a neoliberal architecture looks like, or how architecture
represents neoliberalism, this volume examines the multivalent role of architecture and
urbanism in geographically variable yet interconnected processes of neoliberal
transformation across scales—from China, Turkey, South Africa, Argentina, Mexico, the
United States, Britain, Sweden, and Czechoslovakia. Analyzing how buildings and
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urban projects in different regions since the 1960s have served in the implementation of
concrete policies such as privatization, fiscal reform, deregulation, state restructuring,
and the expansion of free trade, contributors reveal neoliberalism as a process marked
by historical contingency. Neoliberalism on the Ground fundamentally reframes
accepted narratives of both neoliberalism and postmodernism by demonstrating how
architecture has articulated changing relationships between state, society, and
economy since the 1960s.
Traditional building economics has primarily been concerned with issues around project
appraisal and cost management techniques. On the other hand, modern construction
economics has a wider focus with stronger links to mainstream economics, reflecting an
increased interest in a range of theoretical issues in construction economics, both at the
macro and micro level. In Modern Construction Economics: Theory and Application, a
variety of approaches are used to present a coherent vision of synthesis between
industry economics and project economics. Topics covered include: developing
construction economics as idustry economics competition and barriers to entry in
construction innovation in construction theory testing in construction management
research collusion and corruption in the construction sector. Including contributions
from academics in the UK, Sweden, Hong Kong, and Australia, this is a truly global
review of a core issue for the construction industry worldwide. The result is a unique
book that will push toward the development of a comprehensive theoretical framework
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of construction economics. This is a must-read for all serious students of construction
economics, and all practitioners looking for a deeper understanding of their industry.
We no longer build buildings like we used to nor do we pay for them in the same way.
Buildings today are no longer only shelter but are also life support systems,
communication terminals, data manufacturing centers, and much more. Buildings are
incredibly expensive tools that must be constantly adjusted to function efficiently. The
economics of building has become as complex as its design. When buildings were
shelter they lasted longer than their builders. The av erage gothic master mason lived
35 or 40 years. Cathedrals took 3 or 4 hundred years to build. Cost estimates were
verified by great great grandchildren of the original designer. Today, creative
economics has become as important as creative design and creative building. The dient
brings builder, contractor, architect, and facilities manager to account in their life time.
The cost of building can therefore no longer be left to chance or act of god. Solutions
are no longer as ingeniously simple as those proposed by a Flor entine builder early in
the 15th century. He proposed to center the dome of S. Maria deI Fiore on a great
mound of earth mixed with pennies. When the job was done street urchins would carry
away the dirt in their search for the pennies. This was a serious suggestion offered by
an early construction manager before Brunelleschi solved the problem more sensibly.
Details the procedure by which architects can make informed decisions on the
economic feasibility and performance of any building project, and calculate the
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economic impact of design decisions, especially in the early phases. Includes topics
such as where funding for a building comes from, and using.
Architecture and Capitalism tells a story of the relationship between the economy and
architectural design. Eleven historians each discuss in brand new essays the time
period they know best, looking at cultural and economic issues, which in light of current
economic crises you will find have dealt with diverse but surprisingly familiar economic
issues. Told through case studies, the narrative begins in the mid-nineteenth century
and ends with 2011, with introductions by Editor Peggy Deamer to pull the main themes
together so that you can see how other architects in different times and in different
countries have dealt with similar economic conditions. By focussing on what previous
architects experienced, you have the opportunity to avoid repeating the past. With new
essays by Pier Vittorio Aureli, Ellen Dunham-Jones, Keller Easterling, Lauren Kogod,
Robert Hewison, Joanna Merwood-Salisbury, Robin Schuldenfrei, Deborah Gans,
Simon Sadler, Nathan Rich, and Micahel Sorkin.
Cost management of all building projects has become increasingly important as clients
in the public and private sector demand the highest quality cost planning services with
accurate budgeting and cost control. All members of the design team must integrate
their activities to ensure that a high quality project is delivered on time and within
budget. This book considers building cost planning and cost control from the client and
the design team's perspective, where all decisions whether concerned with design,
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cost, quality, time, value or sustainability are taken as being interrelated. The latest
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Plan of Work and the New Rules of
Measurement for Early Stage Estimating and Cost Planning issued by the Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) have been incorporated into this new text.
The book follows the building design cost planning process from the crucial inception
stages and then through all the design stages to the completion of the technical design,
contract documentation and the tender. It provides a template for good cost planning
practice. An essential addition to this third edition is the introduction of integrated
design and documentation processes captured in building Information modelling (BIM),
on-line cost databases and computerised methods of cost planning. The integrated
approaches are explained and provide vital information and knowledge for practitioners
involved in building projects. All stakeholders involved in development and design and
client teams in public and private sector policy making and implementation need to
understand the new approaches to design management processes and how cost
planning and design approaches are adapting to using the new technology in practice.
The interactive style, using in-text and review questions makes this ideal for students
and practitioners alike in property, architecture, construction economics, construction
management, real estate, engineering, facilities management and project management.
This book is unique in describing the history of post war reconstruction from an entirely
new perspective by focusing on the changing relationship between architects and
Page 14/20

Read PDF Building Economics For Architects
building workers. It considers individual, as well as collective, interactions with technical
change and in doing so brings together, for the first time, an extraordinary range of
sources including technical archives, oral history and visual material to describe the
construction process both during and in the decades after the war. It focuses on the
social aspects of production and the changes in working life for architects and building
workers with increasing industrialization, in particular analysing the effect on the
building process of introducing dimensionally co-ordinated components. Both architects
and building workers have been accused of creating a built environment now popularly
discredited: architects responsible for poor design and building workers for poor
workmanship. However, many of the structures and ideas underpinning this period of
rapid change were revolutionary in their commitment to a complete transformation of
the building process. An Architecture of Parts adds to the growing literature on changes
in the building world during and immediately after the Second World War. It is
significant, both empirically and historically, in its examination of the ideas, technology
and relationships that fired industrialization of the building process in mid-century
Britain.
This scholarly and well-researched study of the building industry documents the interplay of
new materials and technologies, costs and the changing social and economic forces that
affected the decision-making about our built environment over the last two centuries. The
author provides a succinct and readable survey of the growth and development of British
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building which will be of interest to all building specialists and those training for a career in the
construction industry.
Making no assumption of your prior knowledge, Economics introduces the basics of economics
as they relate to the built environment. Looking at the principles of microeconomics (markets,
price mechanisms, resource allocation, theory of the firm, etc.), these principles are put into the
context of construction firms and property markets. Lively, real-life case studies are built into
the text to provide concrete examples of the theories being explained and macroeconomics are
also covered. Key features of this easy-to-use book include: clear chapter structure tutorial
questions linking the case histories to basic principles extracts from newspaper and journal
articles to show the relevance of economics to the construction industry 100% construction
orientation a useful bibliography, glossary of economic terms preview questions at the start of
each chapter and exercises and discussion topics at the end to test your understanding.
Economics will enable you to understand the working of economic forces as they relate to the
construction industry.
The study of vernacular architecture explores the characteristics of domestic buildings in
particular regions or localities, and the many social and cultural factors that have contributed to
their evolution. In this book, vernacular architecture specialist Paul Oliver brings together a
wealth of information that spans over two decades, and the whole globe. Some previously
unpublished papers, as well as those only available in hard to find conference proceedings, are
brought together in one volume to form a fascinating reference for students and professional
architects, as well as all those involved with planning housing schemes in their home countries
and overseas.
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Written by a cost-control expert with more than thirty years of design and building expertise,
this volume in the Professional Practice Essentials Series gives you practical, user-friendly
guidance on how to better manager costs through all phases of a project. Dell'Isola first
explains the basics of cost management-from estimating costs during the design phase to
managing costs during construction and even after occupancy. He then covers all of the tools
and techniques available to architects/designers and explains how best to use them. A number
of useful case studies clearly show how the author's principles work in real-life situations.
How architecture and urbanism can help to care for and repair a broken planet: essays and
illustrated case studies. Today, architecture and urbanism are capital-centric, speculationdriven, and investment-dominated. Many cannot afford housing. Austerity measures have
taken a disastrous toll on public infrastructures. The climate crisis has rendered the planet
vulnerable, even uninhabitable. This book offers an alternative vision in architecture and
urbanism that focuses on caring for a broken planet. Rooted in a radical care perspective that
always starts from the given, in the midst of things, this edited collection of essays and
illustrated case studies documents ideas and practices from an extraordinarily diverse group of
contributors. Focusing on the three crisis areas of economy, ecology, and labor, the book
describes projects including village reconstruction in China; irrigation in Spain; community land
trust in Puerto Rico; revitalization of modernist public housing in France; new alliances in
informal settlements in Nairobi; and the redevelopment of traditional building methods in flood
areas in Pakistan. Essays consider such topics as ethical architecture, land policy, creative
ecologies, diverse economies, caring communities, and the exploitation of labor. Taken
together, these case studies and essays provide evidence that architecture and urbanism have
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the capacity to make the planet livable, again. Essays by Mauro Baracco, Sara Brolund de
Carvalho, Jane Da Mosto, Angelika Fitz, Hélène Frichot, Katherine Gibson, Mauro Gil-Fournier
Esquerra, Valeria Graziano, Gabu Heindl, Elke Krasny, Lisa Law, Ligia Nobre, Meike Schalk,
Linda Tegg, Ana Carolina Tonetti, Kim Trogal, Joan C. Tronto, Theresa Williamson, Louise
Wright Case studies aaa atelier d'architecture autogérée, Ayuntamiento BCN, Kashef
Mahboob Chowdhury/Urbana, Cíclica [Space.Community.Ecology] + CAVAA arquitectes,
Care+Repair Tandems Vienna (including Gabu Heindl, Zissis Kotionis + Phoebe Giannisi,
rotor, Meike Schalk + Sara Brolund de Carvalho, Cristian Stefanescu, Rosario Talevi and many
others), Colectivo 720, Estudio Teddy Cruz + Fonna Forman, EAHR Emergency Architecture &
Human Rights, Fideicomiso de la Tierra del Caño Martín Peña CLT, Anna Heringer, Anupama
Kundoo, KDI Kounkuey Design Initiative, Lacaton & Vassal, Yasmeen Lari, muf
architecture/art, Paulo Mendes da Rocha + MMBB, RUF Rural Urban Framework, Studio Vlay
Streeruwitz, De Vylder Vinck Taillieu, Xu Tiantian/DnA_Design and Architecture,
ZUsammenKUNFT Berlin Copublished with Architekturzentrum Wien
As the ever-changing skylines of cities all over the world show, tall buildings are an
increasingly important solution to accommodating growth more sustainably in today’s urban
areas. Whether it is residential, a workplace or mixed use, the tower is both a statement of
intent and the defining image for the new global city. The Tall Buildings Reference Book
addresses all the issues of building tall, from the procurement stage through the design and
construction process to new technologies and the building’s contribution to the urban habitat.
A case study section highlights the latest, the most innovative, the greenest and the most
inspirational tall buildings being constructed today. A team of over fifty experts in all aspects of
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building tall have contributed to the making of the Tall Buildings Reference Book, creating an
unparalleled source of information and inspiration for architects, engineers and developers.
Architecture as imprint, as brand, as the new media of transformation—of places, communities,
corporations, and people. In the twenty-first century, we must learn to look at cities not as
skylines but as brandscapes and at buildings not as objects but as advertisements and
destinations. In the experience economy, experience itself has become the product: we're no
longer consuming objects but sensations, even lifestyles. In the new environment of
brandscapes, buildings are not about where we work and live but who we imagine ourselves to
be. In Brandscapes, Anna Klingmann looks critically at the controversial practice of branding
by examining its benefits, and considering the damage it may do. Klingmann argues that
architecture can use the concepts and methods of branding—not as a quick-and-easy selling
tool for architects but as a strategic tool for economic and cultural transformation. Branding in
architecture means the expression of identity, whether of an enterprise or a city; New York,
Bilbao, and Shanghai have used architecture to enhance their images, generate economic
growth, and elevate their positions in the global village. Klingmann looks at different kinds of
brandscaping today, from Disneyland, Las Vegas, and Times Square—prototypes and case
studies in branding—to Prada's superstar-architect-designed shopping epicenters and the
banalities of Niketown. But beyond outlining the status quo, Klingmann also alerts us to the
dangers of brandscapes. By favoring the creation of signature buildings over more
comprehensive urban interventions and by severing their identity from the complexity of the
social fabric, Klingmann argues, today's brandscapes have, in many cases, resulted in a
culture of the copy. As experiences become more and more commodified, and the global
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landscape progressively more homogenized, it falls to architects to infuse an ever more aseptic
landscape with meaningful transformations. How can architects use branding as a means to
differentiate places from the inside out—and not, as current development practices seem to
dictate, from the outside in? When architecture brings together ecology, economics, and social
well-being to help people and places regain self-sufficiency, writes Klingmann, it can be a
catalyst for cultural and economic transformation.
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