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Mudlarking, the act of searching the Thames foreshore for
items of value, has a long tradition in England's capital. In the
late 18th and 19th centuries, mudlarks were small boys
grubbing a living from scrap. Today’s mudlarks unearth relics
of the past from the banks of the Thames which tell stories of
Londoners throughout history. From Roman tiles to elegant
Georgian pottery, presented here are modern-day mudlark
Ted Sandling's most evocative finds, gorgeously
photographed. Together they create a mosaic of everyday
London life through the centuries, touching on the journeys,
pleasures, vices, industries, adornments and comforts of a
world city. This unique and stunning book celebrates the
beauty of small things, and makes sense of the intangible
connection that found objects give us to the individuals who
lost them.
Minstrel Boy, Reave, and Billy Oblivion--the DNA
Cowboys--find themselves plagued by their own problems as
well as the nuisance of a barbarian horde bent on destroying
what is left of the Damaged World
Imperial Leather chronicles the dangerous liaisons between
gender, race and class that shaped British imperialism and its
bloody dismantling. Spanning the century between Victorian
Britain and the current struggle for power in South Africa, the
book takes up the complex relationships between race and
sexuality, fetishism and money, gender and violence,
domesticity and the imperial market, and the gendering of
nationalism within the zones of imperial and anti-imperial
power.
Objects found on the banks of the Thames tell the stories of
Londoners through the centuries.
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Often seen combing the shoreline of the River Thames at low
tide, groups of archaeology enthusiasts known as 'mudlarks'
continue a tradition that dates back to the eighteenth century.
Over the years they have found a vast array of historical
artefacts providing glimpses into the city's past. Objects lost
or discarded centuries ago – from ancient river offerings such
as the Battersea Shield and Waterloo Helmet, to seventeenthcentury trade tokens and even medals for bravery – have
been discovered in the river. This book explores a fascinating
assortment of finds from prehistoric to modern times, which
collectively tell the rich and illustrious story of London and its
inhabitants.
'Beautiful, like a muddy journey through time . . . a really
important book' RAYNOR WINN, author of The Salt Path Lisa
Woollett has spent her life combing beaches and mudlarking,
collecting curious fragments of the past: from Roman tiles and
Tudor thimbles, to Victorian buttons and plastic soldiers. In a
series of walks from the Thames, out to the Kentish estuary
and eventually to Cornwall, she traces the history of our
rubbish and, through it, reveals the surprising story of our
changing consumer culture. Timely and beautifully written,
Rag and Bone shows what we can learn from what we've
thrown away and urges us to think more about what we leave
behind.
Digging for Treasure could possibly have been titled
"Memoirs of a Dump Digger," as although it is a practical
book packed with know-how gained by the author over a
number of years, all the information passed on through the
book is from the author's own real-life experiences. Digging
into Victorian and Edwardian rubbish dumps may seem a
crazy way to earn a living, but many thousands of people in
Britain alone have been involved in such a hobby part-time
since the 1970s. It all started in the U.S.A. in the 1950s when
old frontier towns were searched for their throwaway bottles.
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The patent quack medicine bottles of the 19th century proved
a fascinating subject of research. Dump- digging soon spread
to Canada and the U.K. and is also particularly strong in
Australia. The finds in old refuse are not just bottles. In a
century when local chemists made their own toothpaste in the
back of the shop, it was sold in small ceramic pots with lids
which had printed advertising on them under the glaze.
Chemists could design their own advertising lids and the
individuality and naivety of these is part of their charm. This
was a time before the invention of the squeezable tube which
we use today for toothpaste, creams and ointments.
Ointments claiming to cure a wide variety of illnesses were
sold in these pots, something which is illegal today.
Ointments can alleviate or soothe problems, but they cannot
claim to cure! In Digging for Treasure the author points out
that once a dump has been emptied of its finds by hordes of
collector-diggers, they have to constantly be searching for
other sites. This has become a problem today as gradually
more and more old rubbish dumps disappear under the
building of trading estates, car parks and housing estates.
Whilst this is admittedly true, the author believes there are still
some town dumps yet to be found, although fast
disappearing. Also he advocates the re-digging of sites which
were inefficiently dug by zealous collectors the first time
around. Victorian refuse dumps yield a wide variety of glass
bottles, printed stoneware and ceramic pots and advertising
lids, clay pipes with decorated bowls, china dolls' heads,
brown salt-glazed stoneware bottles and jars. Some of the
rarer bottles and pot-lids are now selling for several hundreds
of pounds and the very rare up to £5,000. As sites become
even more difficult to find, this trend for higher prices must
continue. The author points the way to the future in what he
describes as the "forgotten dumps." In the book he describes
the research he has done on the collection of refuse in the
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U.K. which is a subject most of us pay scant attention to.
Many would believe that there has always been a collection
of our waste, but this is not so. In many towns and villages,
the collection of household waste was not organised until
after 1900. The smaller the village, the later was collection
introduced. Although in London and a few other large cities,
refuse collection began from about the 1880s, some small
villages did not have this facility until about 1920. As town
dumps gradually disappear under buildings, the author points
the way forward for dump-diggers of the future what he calls
the forgotten dumps and he claims there are tens of
thousands of them to be found. The hobby of bottle-collecting
also covers the collecting of pot-lids and other finds and in all
English-speaking countries there are clubs, magazines and
auctions to cater for collectors. Online auctions on e-bay for
antique bottles and pot-lids receive bids from all over the
world. Bottles and pot-lids are big business and for anyone
wishing to dig up their own antiques, this book is
indispensable.
This definitive, lavishly illustrated book from National
Geographic features an astonishing array of vintage and
newly created maps, rare photographs, covert documents,
and eyewitness accounts that illuminate the world's greatest
conflict. This magnificent atlas delves into the cartographic
history of WWII: naval, land, and aerial attacks from the
invasion of Poland to Pearl Harbor and the Battle of the
Bulge. Rare maps include a detailed Germany & Approaches
map used by Allied forces in the final stages of the war, full
large-scale wartime maps of the world used by President
Roosevelt, and crucial Pacific theater maps used by B-17
pilots. Satellite data renders terrain as never before seen,
highlighting countries and continents in stunning detail to
include the towns, cities, provinces and transportation roads
for a pinpoint-accurate depiction of army movements and
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alliances. Gripping wartime stories from these hallowed fields
of battle, along with photographs, sketches, confidential
documents, and artifacts color the rest of this timeless and
informative book.
The #1 New York Times and USA TODAY bestseller is now
available at an incredible low price for a limited time only!
Discover the “compulsively readable” (Booklist) first book in
the Infernal Devices trilogy, prequel to the internationally
bestselling Mortal Instruments series! Clockwork Angel is a
Shadowhunters novel. When Tessa Gray crosses the ocean
to find her brother, her destination is England, the time is the
reign of Queen Victoria, and something terrifying is waiting for
her in London’s Downworld, where vampires, warlocks, and
other supernatural folk stalk the gaslit streets. Only the
Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the world of
demons, keep order amidst the chaos. Kidnapped by a secret
organization called The Pandemonium Club, Tessa learns
that she herself is a Downworlder with a rare ability: the
power to transform into another person. What’s more, the
Magister, the shadowy figure who runs the Club, will stop at
nothing to claim Tessa’s power for his own. Friendless and
hunted, Tessa takes refuge with the Shadowhunters of the
London Institute, who swear to find her brother if she will use
her power to help them. She soon finds herself fascinated
by—and torn between—two best friends: James, whose fragile
beauty hides a deadly secret, and Will, whose caustic wit and
volatile moods keep everyone in his life at arm’s
length…everyone, that is, but Tessa. As their search draws
them deep into the heart of an arcane plot that threatens to
destroy the Shadowhunters, Tessa realizes that she may
need to choose between saving her brother and helping her
new friends save the world…and that love may be the most
dangerous magic of all.
The living and the dead are working side by side in John
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Challis's dramatic debut collection, The Resurrectionists.
Whether in London's veg and meat markets, far below the
Dartford Crossing, or on the edge of the Western world, these
poems journey into a buried and sometimes violent landscape
to locate the traces of ourselves that remain. Amidst the
political disquiet rising from the groundwater, or the
unearthing of the class divide at the gravesides of plague
victims, the veil between the living and the dead is at its
thinnest when a child is born, and something close to hope
for the future is resurrected.
"A cornucopia of our weirdest and most wonderful
archaeological sites and artefacts. They make you feel proud
to be a citizen of these gloriously intriguing isles." Sir Tony
Robinson An Ice Age cannibal’s skull cup, a hoard of AngloSaxon gold, a seventeenth century witch bottle…
anthropologist Mary-Ann Ochota unearths more than 70 of
Britain's most intriguing ancient places and artefacts and
explores the mysteries behind them. Britain is full of ancient
wonders: not grand like the Egyptian pyramids, but small,
strange places and objects that hint at a deep and enduring
relationship with the mystic. Secret Britain offers an expertly
guided tour of Britain’s most fascinating mysteries:
archaeological sites and artefacts that take us deep into the
lives of the many different peoples who have inhabited the
island over the millennia. Illustrated with beautiful
photographs, the wonders include buried treasure, stone
circles and geoglyphs, outdoor places of worship, caves filled
with medieval carvings, and enigmatic tools to divine the
future. Explore famous sites such as Stonehenge and
Glastonbury, but also discover: The Lindow Man bog body,
showing neatly trimmed hair and manicured fingernails
despite having been killed 2,000 years ago The Uffington
White Horse, a horse-shaped geoglyph maintained by an
unbroken chain of people for 3,000 years A roman baby’s
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bronze cockerel, an underworld companion for a two-year-old
who died sometime between AD 100–200 St Leonard’s
Ossuary, home to 1,200 skulls and a vast stack of human
bones made up of around 2,000 people who died from the
1200s to the 1500s The Wenhaston Doom painting, an
extraordinary medieval depiction of the Last Judgement
painted on a chancel arch Explore Britain’s secret history
and discover why these places still resonate today.
Mudlarking, searching the Thames foreshore, has a long
tradition: mudlarks used to be small boys grubbing a living
from scrap. Today's mudlarks unearth relics of the past, from
Roman tiles to elegant Georgian pottery. Here are Edward
Sandling's most evocative finds, gorgeously photographed.
Together they create a mosaic of everyday London life
through the centuries. There are two themes behind the
account: celebrating the beauty of small things, and making
sense of the intangible connection that found objects give us
to the individuals who lost them. An evocative and detailed
text will place the fragments in the objects they came from,
and place the objects in the flow of London's history. The
book concludes with advice on how to start mudlarking.
Threatened by a tide of invaders, the last of the Roman
Auxiliaries are to leave Britain forever. But Aquila, a young
legionnaire, chooses to stay behind, in order to join the fight
to save his native land. The Lantern Bearers is the winner of
the 1959 Carnegie Medal in Literature.
David Fathers presents a unique and richly illustrated guide to
the London section of the Thames Path, which runs along
both banks of the river from Putney Bridge to the Thames
Barrier. Together, the two paths make up a panoramic
40-mile walk through 2000 years of London's history. From
the old docks and wharves that primed the Industrial
Revolution, through the heart of British Government,
Monarchy and Church to the City of London that took its very
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existence from the river. From the site of the Putney Debates
at St Mary's Church to Wren's mighty baroque cathedral of St
Paul's. From the great Victorian engineering works of Sir
Joseph Bazalgette and his attempts to clean up a polluted
London and the river to the Thames Barrier seeking to protect
huge parts of London from rising sea levels. From London
Bridge, site of the oldest crossing point, to the Millennium
Bridge, the Thames' newest crossing. This book explains the
panorama we see today, what came before and how the
changes came about. Each double page shows the distance
covered so you can plan your own tour of the river.
'A novel that everyone should read before they face their own
family Christmas.' The Times When the four Essinger children
gather in Austin for Christmas, they all bring their news.
Nathan wants to become a federal judge. Susie's husband
has taken a job in England. Jean has asked her boyfriend
and (once-married) boss to meet her family. Paul has broken
up with Dana, mother of their son Cal. But their parents have
plans, too, and Liesel, the materfamilias, has invited Dana
and Cal to stay, hoping to bring them back together. As the
week unfolds, each of the Essingers has to confront the
tensions and conflicts between old families and new.
With crackling suspense, unforgettable characters and
searing insight, The Lost Apothecaryis a subversive and
intoxicating debut novel of secrets, vengeance and the
remarkable ways women can save each other despite the
barrier of time. Hidden in the depths of eighteenth-century
London, a secret apothecary shop caters to an unusual kind
of clientele. Women across the city whisper of a mysterious
figure named Nella who sells well-disguised poisons to use
against the oppressive men in their lives. But the
apothecary's fate is jeopardized when her newest patron, a
precocious twelve-year-old, makes a fatal mistake, sparking a
string of consequences that echo through the centuries.
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Meanwhile in present-day London, aspiring historian Caroline
Parcewell spends her tenth wedding anniversary alone,
running from her own demons. When she stumbles upon a
clue to the unsolved apothecary murders that haunted
London two hundred years ago, her life collides with the
apothecary's in a stunning twist of fate--and not everyone will
survive. 2021's Most Highly Anticipated New
BooksNewsweek Most Anticipated Books of 2021 Popsugar
'A bold, edgy, accomplished debut!'Kate Quinn, New York
Times bestselling author of The Alice Network and The
Huntress 'Intriguing... Readers who enjoy parallel
historical/contemporary narratives about women's lives, such
as Claire McMillan's The Necklaceor Liz Trenow's The
Forgotten Seamstress, will enjoy the historical details and
mystery in this engrossing tale.'Library Journal 'Readers who
enjoy Katherine Howe and Susanna Kearsley will be drawn to
this promising, fast-paced debut.'Booklist 'A superb debut
novel... crackling with suspense, this is an original and
compelling story'WI Life

Explore 160 hidden and lost gems of London, with Vic
Keegan, former editor and writer for the Guardian, poet
and sparkling wine connoisseur. It will be an adventure
you'll never forget.
Recognizing that the final stage of their lives is upon
them, John and Ella Robina, the former an Alzheimer's
patient, the latter succumbing to cancer, sneak away
from their over-protective children and doctors to embark
on an RV vacation along Route 66. (General Fiction)
“Engrossing . . . evokes the subculture of the
‘mudlarks,’ who scour the banks for fragments of
London’s past.”—The New Yorker The international
bestseller that mesmerizingly charts quixotic journeys
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through London’s past, Mudlark thrills Anglophiles and
history lovers alike. Long heralded as a city treasure
herself, beloved “Mudlark” Lara Maiklem tirelessly treks
along the Thames’ muddy shores, unearthing a myriad
of artifacts and their stories—from Roman hairpins and
perfectly preserved Tudor shoes to the clay pipes that
were smoked in riverside taverns. Seamlessly
interweaving reflections from her own life with
meditations on the art of wandering, Maiklem ultimately
delivers a treatise “as deep and as rich as the Thames
and its treasures” (Stanley Tucci).
Presents a cultural history of independent single women
between the 1920s and the 1950s through the reclaimed
life of glamorous guru Marjorie Hillis.
This album traces the history of the clay pipe, looking at
its myriad designs and helps to identify examples.'
This definitive history of American xenophobia is
"essential reading for anyone who wants to build a more
inclusive society" (Ibram X. Kendi, New York Timesbestselling author of How to Be an Antiracist). The
United States is known as a nation of immigrants. But it
is also a nation of xenophobia. In America for Americans,
Erika Lee shows that an irrational fear, hatred, and
hostility toward immigrants has been a defining feature of
our nation from the colonial era to the Trump era.
Benjamin Franklin ridiculed Germans for their "strange
and foreign ways." Americans' anxiety over Irish
Catholics turned xenophobia into a national political
movement. Chinese immigrants were excluded,
Japanese incarcerated, and Mexicans deported. Today,
Americans fear Muslims, Latinos, and the so-called
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browning of America. Forcing us to confront this history,
Lee explains how xenophobia works, why it has endured,
and how it threatens America. Now updated with an
epilogue reflecting on how the coronavirus pandemic
turbocharged xenophobia, America for Americans is an
urgent spur to action for any concerned citizen.
All The Little Places takes a train ride from the rural
village, through the dark and mysterious wood, past the
ancient chalk pit and the dead lying in the cemetery, over
the salty river and into the city. Curious scraps are
stitched together in a poetic-prose tapestry of hints and
glimpses into all these little places seen through the
window. A shuffled carousel of vignettes is described
with haunting imagery; secrets hidden in the passing
landscape are revealed in exquisite detail; and
strangeness is captivatingly woven through these
fairytale fragments which are alive with spirit of place.
The Museum of London's collection of pewter, bronze,
and brass toys is the largest of its kind in the world,
comprised of some 1,800 items. This is the first
comprehensive inter-disciplinary study ever undertaken,
and includes general information on manufacturing
technique and production, makers and workshops, trade
and distribution, function and form, as well as new
research on the patrons and consumers of such
miniatures. The full range of different types of miniatures
is presented, from arms and armour and domestic
utensils to figurines, furniture, modes of transport and
watches. The volume features important reference
information, including scientific data tables, catalogue
concordances, typological charts, bibliography and an
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index.
The American Revolution is no time for a widow with child to
find any semblance of safety, not when schemers kill their
friends and ghosts of the fallen play a phantom violin.The
year is 1775. The shot heard 'round the world is echoing
through the colonies, radiating in Pennsylvania, playing in
Felicia Hawkings' mind. As the widowed wife of Major
Thomas Hawkings, the sound of musket fire can't help but
ring in her ears, silencing her husband's music. Just after they
announce they're expecting their first child, he is cruelly torn
from her.Felicia is thrust into turmoil. Her security is gone and
safety has been threatened. She knows she must remarry
before her time. Two men step in, one familiar and one a
stranger, willing to provide for her, but which one can offer
what she needs: shelter but also the luxury of love.It's not a
decision to be taken lightly, as it's not only her life she must
think about. And yet, the decision of a new husband is not the
only thing vexing her mind. She finds Thomas' spirit hasn't
moved on, still lingering in the house. What is it he must tell
her from the beyond? Was there more to his death than
meets the eye? Loyalties are tested. What starts as a basic
need becomes a race for survival. Allies become enemies.
Familiarity becomes dangerous. The unknown becomes a
haven.And as everyone knows, wars and violins don't mix.
'A masterpiece' JON MCGREGOR'Impossible to forget' THE
TIMES'Astonishing' GUARDIAN'Startling' FINANCIAL
TIMESA NEW STATESMAN BOOK OF THE YEARThe
autumn of 1933 is the most beautiful Edie Mather can
remember, though the Great War still casts a shadow over
the cornfields of her beloved home, Wych Farm.When
charismatic, outspoken Constance FitzAllen arrives from
London to write about fading rural traditions, she takes an
interest in fourteen-year-old Edie, showing her a kindness she
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has never known before. But the older woman isn't quite what
she seems. As harvest time approaches and pressures
mount on the whole community, Edie must find a way to trust
her instincts and save herself from disaster.
Lively prose and wonderful color photographs portray a
veteran's passion for British household pottery.
Pottery has been around since the Neolithic and, as one of
the most versatile and universal products created by man, it
has formed the backbone of archaeological interpretation and
dating for many years. This introductory guide to the
identification of basic pottery types found across Britain from
the Neolithic to the 19th century shows you how to
differentiate between Beaker and Black Burnished wares.
how to tell your Samian from your slipwares, Belgic wares
from Barbatine jugs. With lots of illustrations and
photographs, as well as background information on
production and decorative techniques, terminology and
discussion of how pottery enters the archaeological record,
this is a valuable reference book.
MUDLARK: A PERSON WHO SCAVENGES FOR USABLE
DEBRIS IN THE MUD OF A RIVER OR HARBOUR. Lara
Maiklem has scoured the banks of the Thames for over fifteen
years in pursuit of the objects that the river unearths: from
Neolithic flints to Roman hair pins, medieval buckles to Tudor
buttons, and Georgian clay pipes to Victorian toys. These
objects tell her about London and its lost ways of life. Moving
from the river's tidal origins in the west of the city to the point
where it meets the sea in the east, MUDLARKING is a search
for urban solitude and history on the River Thames, which
Lara calls the longest archaeological site in England. As she
has discovered, it is often the tiniest objects that tell the
greatest stories.
LONGLISTED FOR THE GORDON BURN PRIZE 2017 A
hauntingly beautiful social history of the Thames Estuary,
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from the author of On Brick Lane Out at the eastern edge of
England, between land and ocean, you will find beautiful,
haunted salt marshes, coastal shallows and wide-open skies:
the Thames Estuary. The estuary is an ancient gateway to
England, a passage for numberless travellers in and out of
London. And for generations, the people of Kent and Essex
have lived and worked on the Estuary, learning its waters,
losing loved ones to its deeps. Their heritage is a proud but
never an easy one. In the face of a world changing around
them, they endure. Rachel Lichtenstein spent five years
exploring this unique community and recording its
extraordinary chorus of voices, present and past. From mud
larkers and fishermen to radio pirates and champion racers,
from buried princesses to unexploded bombs, Estuary is a
celebration of a haunting & profoundly British place.
This book is open access under a CC BY license. Selfies,
blogs and lifelogging devices help us understand ourselves,
building on long histories of written, visual and quantitative
modes of self-representations. This book uses examples to
explore the balance between using technology to see
ourselves and allowing our machines to tell us who we are.
"Brutal and entirely believable, a gorgeous and haunting
depiction of London and the real lives and memories of those
unseen within it." —Publishers Weekly “A magnificent gem.”
—Jennifer Croft, translator of Flights A chance encounter on
Portobello Road incites an unsettling, magnetic attraction
between Mary, a seventy-five-year-old white British spinster,
and Cub, a thirteen-year-old Jamaican boy from Brixton. Mary
clings increasingly to phantoms as dementia overtakes her
reality, latching on to Cub and channeling her remaining
energy into their relationship. But their macabre romance
comes to a horrific climax, as white supremacy, poverty, and
class conflict explode on the streets of London. Through
exquisite juxtaposition, Ananda Devi uses alluring prose to
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confront the tensions of an increasingly nationalistic
metropolis, and to examine the queasy nature of desire
muddled with power.
"Everyone should have two copies - one for the car and one
for the house to plan journeys. . . a reminder to think more
about the places you pass and less about your route,
because every British journey is through rich history."
(Edward Stourton) From much-loved historian Neil Oliver,
comes this beautifully written, kaleidoscopic history of a place
with a story like no other. The British Isles, this archipelago of
islands, is to Neil Oliver the best place in the world. From
north to south, east to west it cradles astonishing beauty. The
human story here is a million years old, and counting. But the
tolerant, easygoing peace we enjoy has been hard won. We
have made and known the best and worst of times. We have
been hero and villain and all else in between, and we have
learned some lessons. The Story of the British Isles in 100
Places is Neil’s very personal account of what makes these
islands so special, told through the places that have
witnessed the unfolding of our history. Beginning with
footprints made in the sand by humankind’s earliest
ancestors, he takes us via Romans and Vikings, the flowering
of religion, through civil war, industrial revolution and two
world wars. From windswept headlands to battlefields,
ancient trees to magnificent cathedrals, each of his
destinations is a place where, somehow, the spirit of the past
seems to linger.
One person's trash is another's treasure! In his newly revised
classic, All the Best Rubbish, Ivor Noël Hume traces the
fascinating history of collecting from its recorded beginnings
and describes the remarkable detective work that goes into
establishing the probable facts about uncovered and often
underappreciated treasures. Now expanded with hints, tips,
and helpful information about antique-hunting online, All the
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Best Rubbish is the ideal book for the antiquarian or amateur,
the historian or professional collector—for anyone who knows
that there's no such thing as "just junk." Noël Hume, former
head of the Department of Archaeology for Colonial
Williamsburg, has pursued bottles, pottery, clocks, and coins
through junk shops, street markets, attics, and cellars on two
continents. He's unearthed the most fascinating—and
valuable—rubbish from the most unlikely places: the shores of
the Thames in London; the lagoons of the Caribbean; the
bottom of Martha Washington's well. Hume knows everything
that's worth knowing about collecting—why we do it, what we
can find, where we can find it, and what we can learn from it.
This engrossing book provides a comprehensive history of
the medical response to the Black Death. John Aberth has
translated plague treatises that illustrate the human
dimensions of the horrific scourge, including doctors’
personal anecdotes as they desperately struggled to
understand a deadly new disease.
Set in Appalachian Ohio amid an epidemic of prescription
opiate abuse, Michael Henson’s linked collection tells of a
woman’s search for her own peculiar kind of redemption, and
brings the novel-in-stories form to new heights. Maggie
Boylan is an addict, thief, liar, and hustler. But she is also a
woman of deep compassion and resilience. The stories follow
Maggie as she spirals through her addictive process, through
the court system and treatment, and into a shaky new
beginning. In these masterful stories, we rarely occupy
Maggie’s perspective, but instead gain a multilayered portrait
of a community as we see other people’s lives bump up
against hers—and we witness her inserting herself into their
spheres, refusing to be rebuffed. The result is a prismatic
view of a community fighting to stay upright against the
headwinds of a drug epidemic: always on edge, always
human.
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“A sharp, funny, and eccentric debut … Pond makes the case
for Bennett as an innovative writer of real talent. … [It]reminds
us that small things have great depths.”–New York Times
Book Review "Dazzling…exquisitely written and daring ." –O,
the Oprah Magazine Immediately upon its publication in
Ireland, Claire-Louise Bennett’s debut began to attract
attention well beyond the expectations of the tiny Irish press
that published it. A deceptively slender volume, it captures
with utterly mesmerizing virtuosity the interior reality of its
unnamed protagonist, a young woman living a singular and
mostly solitary existence on the outskirts of a small coastal
village. Sidestepping the usual conventions of narrative, it
focuses on the details of her daily experience—from the best
way to eat porridge or bananas to an encounter with
cows—rendered sometimes in story-length, story-like stretches
of narrative, sometimes in fragments no longer than a page,
but always suffused with the hypersaturated, almost
synesthetic intensity of the physical world that we remember
from childhood. The effect is of character refracted and
ventriloquized by environment, catching as it bounces her
longings, frustrations, and disappointments—the ending of an
affair, or the ambivalent beginning with a new lover. As the
narrator’s persona emerges in all its eccentricity, sometimes
painfully and often hilariously, we cannot help but see
mirrored there our own fraught desires and limitations, and
our own fugitive desire, despite everything, to be known.
Shimmering and unusual, Pond demands to be devoured in a
single sitting that will linger long after the last page.
This illustrated book, which includes over 100 works by
Matisse together with numerous colourful fabrics, is the
catalogue of a groundbreaking exhibition at the Musee
Matisse, Le Cateau-Cambresis; the Royal Academy of Arts,
London; and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.
Matisse's relationship with the textiles that surrounded him
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from his earliest days is revealed here for the first time.
Charting how the fabrics he painted became the very fabric of
his paintings, the authors examine the ways in which Matisse
used what he called his 'working library' of textiles to furnish,
order and compose some of the twentieth century's most
pioneering works of art.
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