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This wide-ranging guide introduces (or reintroduces) readers to movie musicals past
and present, enabling them to experience the development of this uniquely American
art form—and discover films they'll love. • Shows how the genre developed over time,
from the 1920s to the present • Shares fascinating insights about musicals with which
the reader is already familiar • Offers information on many lesser-known musicals •
Helps readers find film musicals that are similar to those they know and like •
Introduces important performers, directors, and songwriters • Includes photographic
stills from famous movie musicals
Louis Armstrong was not only a virtuoso musician, singer, composer and actor, but also
a dedicated writer who typed hundreds of letters and reminiscences, carrying a
typewriter with him on his constant travels around the globe. The man never stopped
creating, and constantly communicated with friends and acquaintances. His unique
verbal, musical and visual content and style permeated everything he touched. Included
in this extensive career biography are the major events of his life, his artistic
innovations and cultural achievements, a detailed survey of his recordings and live
performances, and in-depth discussions of his screen performances--not only his
Hollywood feature film appearances, but his performances in short films, European
concert films, and dozens of television shows broadcast from Hollywood, New York and
Europe.
The essays in this volume evolved from papers presented at the Second International
Thornton Wilder Conference, held at Salve Regina University in Newport, Rhode Island,
in June 2015. They examine Wilder’s work as both playwright and novelist, focusing
upon how he drew on the collaborative mode of creativity required in the theatre, when
writing both drama and fiction. The book’s authors use the term “collaboration” in its
broadest sense, at times in response to Wilder’s critics who faulted him for
“borrowing” from other, earlier, literary works rather than recognizing these
“borrowings” as central to the artistic process of collaboration. In exploring Wilder’s
collaborative efforts of different kinds, the essays not only consider how Wilder worked
with and revised earlier literary texts and the ideas central to those texts, but also
analyze how Wilder worked with and inspired other creative individuals and how recent
productions of Wilder’s plays, both in the US and abroad, have been the products of
unique forms of collaboration.
The Encyclopedia of Music in the 20th Century is an alphabetically arranged
encyclopedia of all aspects of music in various parts of the world during the 20th
century. It covers the major musical styles--concert music, jazz, pop, rock, etc., and
such key genres as opera, orchestral music, be-bop, blues, country, etc. Articles on
individuals provide biographical information on their life and works, and explore the
contribution each has made in the field. Illustrated and fully cross-referenced, the
Encyclopedia of Music in the 20th Century also provides Suggested Listening and
Further Reading information. A good first point of reference for students, librarians, and
music scholars--as well as for the general reader.
A New York Times Bestseller For almost a century, Americans have been losing their
hearts and losing their minds in an insatiable love affair with the American musical. It
often begins in childhood in a darkened theater, grows into something more serious for
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high school actors, and reaches its passionate zenith when it comes time for love,
marriage, and children, who will start the cycle all over again. Americans love musicals.
Americans invented musicals. Americans perfected musicals. But what, exactly, is a
musical? In The Secret Life of the American Musical, Jack Viertel takes them apart,
puts them back together, sings their praises, marvels at their unflagging inventiveness,
and occasionally despairs over their more embarrassing shortcomings. In the process,
he invites us to fall in love all over again by showing us how musicals happen, what
makes them work, how they captivate audiences, and how one landmark show leads to
the next—by design or by accident, by emulation or by rebellion—from Oklahoma! to
Hamilton and onward. Structured like a musical, The Secret Life of the American
Musical begins with an overture and concludes with a curtain call, with stops in between
for “I Want” songs, “conditional” love songs, production numbers, star turns, and
finales. The ultimate insider, Viertel has spent three decades on Broadway, working on
dozens of shows old and new as a conceiver, producer, dramaturg, and general
creative force; he has his own unique way of looking at the process and at the people
who collaborate to make musicals a reality. He shows us patterns in the architecture of
classic shows and charts the inevitable evolution that has taken place in musical
theater as America itself has evolved socially and politically. The Secret Life of the
American Musical makes you feel as though you’ve been there in the rehearsal room,
in the front row of the theater, and in the working offices of theater owners and
producers as they pursue their own love affair with that rare and elusive beast—the
Broadway hit.
"The Long Christmas Dinner - nine decades long - showcases the lives of several
generations of the Bayard family, and some of their Christmas dinners. Wilder breaks
the boundaries of time as we measure it, and invites us to partake of 'one long, happy
Christmas dinner' - past, present, and future. As generations appear, have children,
wither, and depart, only the audience appreciates what changes and what remains the
same. 'Every last twig is wrapped around with ice. You almost never see that, ' young
Genevieve marvels, not realizing that her mother made this observation years earlier,
or that her daughter-in-law will one day do the same."-"Fresh examination of the works of Thornton Wilder emphasizing continuities in
American literature from the seventeenth through twentieth centuries. Sees Wilder as a
literary descendant of Edward Taylor who drew from the Puritan worldview and
tradition. Includes indepth readings of Shadow of a Doubt, The Trumpet Shall Sound,
and others"--Provided by publisher.

A work of startling originality when it debuted in 1938, Thornton Wilder's Our
Town evolved to be seen by some as a vintage slice of early 20th Century
Americana, rather than being fully appreciated for its complex and eternal themes
and its deceptively simple form. This unique and timely book shines a light on the
play's continued impact in the 21st century and makes a case for the healing
powers of Wilder's text to a world confronting multiple crises. Through extensive
interviews with more than 100 artists about their own experience of the play and
its impact on them professionally and personally – and including background on
the play's early years and its pervasiveness in American culture – Another Day's
Begun shows why this particular work remains so important, essential, and
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beloved. Every production of Our Town has a story to tell beyond Wilder's own.
One year after the tragedy of 9/11, Paul Newman, in his final stage appearance,
played the Stage Manager in Our Town on Broadway. Director David Cromer's
2008 Chicago interpretation would play in five more cities, ultimately becoming
New York's longest-running Our Town ever. In 2013, incarcerated men at Sing
Sing Correctional Facility brought Grover's Corners inside a maximum security
prison. After the 2017 arena bombing in Manchester UK, the Royal Exchange
Theatre chose Our Town as its offering to the stricken community. 80 years after
it was written, more than 110 years after its actions take place, Our Town
continues to assert itself as an essential play about how we must embrace and
appreciate the value of life itself. Another Day's Begun explains how this
American classic has the power to inspire, heal and endure in the modern day,
onstage and beyond.
"In this hilarious sequel to Greater Tuna, it's Christmas in the third smallest town
in Texas. Radio station OKKK news personalities Thurston Wheelis and Arles
Struvie report on various Yuletide activities, including hot competition in the
annual lawn display contest. In other news, voracious Joe Bob Lipsey's
production of 'A Christmas Carol' is jeopardized by unpaid electric bills. Many
colorful Tuna denizens, some you will recognize from Greater Tuna and some
appearing here for the first time, join in the holiday fun."-Comedy Characters: 15 male, 10 female, extras, plus 6 musicians. Various
interior and exterior sets or unit set. This recent hit in London is a free adaptation
of the 19th century farce by Johann Nestroy that provided the plot for Thornton
Wilder's The Merchant of Yonkers, which led to The Matchmaker, which led to
Hello, Dolly. The story is basically one long chase, chiefly after two naughty
grocer's assistants who, when their master goes off on a binge with a new
mistress,
In this invaluable and detailed presentation of the leading creative figures in a
richly innovative and dynamic period of Czech theatre, Professor Jarka M. Burian
provides us with insightful portraits of the directors K. H. Hilar, E. F. Burian, Alfred
Radok, and Otomar Krejca: of the famous Voskovec and Werich comedic duo; of
the scenographer Josef Svoboda; and of the playwright, now President of the
Czech Republic, Václav Havel. There are also briefer studies of numerous other
directors, designers, and actors. The author, a Czech-American theatre scholar
and practitioner, has been a frequent on-site observer of Czech theatre since
1965. He is directly acquainted with many of the major artists and the most
notable productions that have made Czech theatre internationally famous.
A Study Guide for Thornton Wilder's "The Matchmaker," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Drama For Students for all of your research needs.
Belasco Theatre, Garson Kanin presents Ruth Gordon, Madge Kennedy, Ernest
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Truex, Ethel Griffies in "A Very Rich Woman," a new comedy by Ruth Gordon,
based on a play by Philippe Hériat, with Raymond Walburn, Carrie Nye, Stefan
Schnabel, Peter Turgeon, Jack Ryland, Diana Muldaur, Heidi Murray, Jon
Richards, Katharine Houghton, Larry Oliver, and Joan Wetmore, settings by
Oliver Smith, costumes by Aurdré, lighting by John Harvey, fashions from
Bergdorf-Goodman, associate producer Al Goldin, associate director David
Pardoll, directed by Garson Kanin.
Interviews with screenwriters
Post-Colonial Literatures in English, together with English Literature and American Literature,
form one of the three major groupings of literature in English, and, as such, are widely studied
around the world. Their significance derives from the richness and variety of experience which
they reflect. In three volumes, this Encyclopedia documents the history and development of
this body of work and includes original research relating to the literatures of some 50 countries
and territories. In more than 1,600 entries written by more than 600 internationally recognized
scholars, it explores the effect of the colonial and post-colonial experience on literatures in
English worldwide.
The Alcestiad by Thornton Wilder tells the story of Admetus, King of Thessaly (rich in horses),
his wife Alcestis, and the triumphs and tragedies they endure as favorites of the god Apollo.
Every major event in their marriage is a direct result of the interference of Apollo, though this is
not made clear in The Alcestiad. Rather, the extent of Apollo’s involvement is made clear in
the accompanying satyr play, The Drunken Sisters. --readingandruminations.wordpress.com.
In his Foreword to The Angel That Troubled the Waters and Other Plays, published in 1928,
Wilder explained that almost all the playlets in the book are religious, "but religious in that dilute
fashion that is a believer's concession to a contemporary standard of good manners." He
wanted to explore religious themes and questions without being preachy, or didactic ... In fact,
it was often his intention in such playlets as this one to stand the biblical story on its head -to
shake up the language, as it were. He also said--about his plays dealing with religious themes
and stories--that in "these matters beyond logic, beauty is the only
persuasion."--Www.throntonwilder.com.
Our Town was first produced and published in 1938 to wide acclaim. This Pulitzer
Prize–winning drama of life in the town of Grover 's Corners, an allegorical representation of all
life, has become a classic. It is Thornton Wilder's most renowned and most frequently
performed play. It is now reissued in this handsome hardcover edition, featuring a new
Foreword by Donald Margulies, who writes, "You are holding in your hands a great American
play. Possibly the great American play." In addition, Tappan Wilder has written an eye-opening
new Afterword, which includes Thornton Wilder's unpublished notes and other illuminating
photographs and documentary material.
This is an examination of the crucial formative period of Chinese attitudes toward nuclear
weapons, the immediate post-Hiroshima/Nagasaki period and the Korean War. It also provides
an account of US actions and attitudes during this period and China's response.
This encyclopedia exhaustively covers Thornton Wilder, one of America's greatest writers. It
features a biography of Wilder's life and career, followed by entries that cover the people who
worked with him, friends and family members who were of great influence, and every novel,
play, film script, and other literary work by Wilder.
The last of Thornton Wilder’s works published during his lifetime, Theophilus North is part
autobiographical and part the imagined adventures of Wilder’s twin brother who died at birth.
This edition features an updated afterword from Wilder’s nephew, Tappan Wilder, with
illuminating material about the novelist, story and setting. Setting out to see the world in the
summer of 1926, Theophilus North gets as far as Newport, Rhode Island, before his car breaks
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down. To support himself, Theophilus takes jobs in the elegant mansions along Ocean Drive,
just as Wilder himself did in the same decade. Soon the young man finds himself playing the
roles of tutor, tennis coach, spy, confidant, lover, friend and enemy as he becomes entangled
in adventure and intrigue in Newport’s fabulous addresses, as well as in its local boarding
houses, restaurants, dives and military barracks. Narrated by the elderly North from a distance
of fifty years, Theophilus North is a fascinating commentary on youth and education from the
vantage point of age, and deftly displays Wilder’s trademark wit juxtaposed with his lively and
timeless ruminations on what really matters, at the end of the day, about life, love, and work.

"Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, this is the groundbreaking satiric fantasy follows the
extraordinary Antrobus family down through the ages from the time of 'The War'
surviving flood, fire, pestilence, locusts, the ice age, the pox and the double
feature, a dozen subsequent wars and as many depressions. Ultimately, they are
the stuff of which heroes and buffoons are made. Their survival is a vividly
theatrical testament of faith in humanity." -“A thesis of a play, unafraid of complexities and contradictions, pepped up with a
light dramatic fizz. It asks whether race is skin-deep, actable or even fakeable,
and it does so with huge wit and brio.” -TimeOut London “A pungent play of
ideas with a big heart. Yellow Face brings to the national discussion about race a
sense of humor a mile wide, an even-handed treatment and a hopeful, healing
vision of a world that could be” –Variety “It’s about our country, about public
image, about face,” says David Henry Hwang about his latest work, a mock
documentary that puts Hwang himself center stage. An exploration of Asian
identity and the ever-changing definition of what it is to be an American, Yellow
Face “is by turns acidly funny, insightful and provocative” (Washington Post).
The play begins with the 1990s controversy over color-blind casting for Miss
Saigon before it spins into a comic fantasy, in which the character DHH pens a
play in protest and then unwittingly casts a white actor as the Asian lead. Yellow
Face also explores the real-life investigation of Hwang’s father, the first Asian
American to own a federally chartered bank, and the espionage charges against
physicist Wen Ho Lee. Adroitly combining the light touch of comedy with weighty
political and emotional issues, Hwang creates a "lively and provocative cultural
self-portrait [that] lets nobody off the hook” (The New York Times). David Henry
Hwang is the author of the Tony Award-winning M. Butterfly, Yellow Face (OBIE
Award, 2008 Pulitzer Prize finalist), Golden Child (1997 OBIE Award), FOB (1981
OBIE Award), Family Devotions (Drama Desk nomination), and the books for
musicals Aida ( co-author), Flower Drum Song (2002 Broadway revival), and
Tarzan, among other works. David Henry Hwang graduated from Stanford
University, attended the Yale School of Drama, and holds honorary degrees from
Columbia College in Chicago and The American Conservatory Theatre. He lives
in New York City with his wife, actress Kathryn Layng, and their children, Noah
David and Eva Veanne.
"Thornton Wilder: A Life brings readers face to face with the extraordinary man
who made words come alive around the world, on the stage and on the page."
—James Earl Jones, actor "Comprehensive and wisely fashioned….This book is a
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splendid and long needed work." —Edward Albee, playwright Thornton
Wilder—three-time Pulitzer Prize winner, creator of such enduring stage works as
Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth, and beloved novels like Bridge of San Luis
Ray and Theophilus North—was much more than a pivotal figure in twentieth
century American theater and literature. He was a world-traveler, a student, a
teacher, a soldier, an actor, a son, a brother, and a complex, intensely private
man who kept his personal life a secret. In Thornton Wilder: A Life, author
Penelope Niven pulls back the curtain to present a fascinating, three-dimensional
portrait one of America's greatest playwrights, novelists, and literary icons.
The publication of volume two of this landmark collection celebrates the close of
the centennial year of Thornton Wilder's birth. This volume collects 17 plays from
the author's three-minute and five-minute plays for five actors series and includes
the full-length play The Alcestiad, a major work by the author of Our Town and
The Skin of Our Teeth which has long been unavailable.
New York City’s Broadway district is by far the most prestigious and lucrative
venue for American performers, playwrights, entertainers and technicians. While
there are many reference works and critical studies of selected Broadway plays
or musicals and even more works about the highlights of the American theater,
this is the first single-volume book to cover all of the activities on Broadway
between 1919 and 2007. More than 14,000 productions are briefly described,
including hundreds of plays, musicals, revivals, and specialty programs. Entries
include famous and forgotten works, designed to give a complete picture of
Broadway’s history and development, its evolution since the early twentieth
century, and its rise to unparalleled prominence in the world of American theater.
The productions are identified in terms of plot, cast, personnel, critical reaction,
and significance in the history of New York theater and culture. In addition to a
chronological list of all Broadway productions between 1919 and 2007, the book
also includes approximately 600 important productions performed on Broadway
before 1919.
Thornton Wilder Comedy Characters: 2 male, 3 female In this provocative,
sometimes chilling comedy, Wilder renders a child's-eye view of the grown-up
world, as a father, a mother and their three children play a revealing game of
make-believe in which the children pretend to be orphans. Startling truths emerge
on both sides, as pretense challenges the family to discard the traditional roles of
parent, spouse, child, and sibling--blurring the lines between perception and rea
This book delineates how Thornton Wilder (1897-1975), a learned playwright and
novelist, embeds himself within the classical tradition, integrating Greek and
Roman motifs with a wide range of sources to produce heart-breaking
masterpieces such as Our Town and comedy sensations such as Dolly Levi.
Through this study of archival sources and close reading, readers will understand
Wilder’s avant-garde staging and innovative time sequences not as a break with
the past, but as a response to the classics. The author traces the genesis of
unforgettable characters like Dolly Levi in The Matchmaker, Emily Webb in Our
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Town, and George Antrobus in The Skin of Our Teeth. Vergil’s expression,
"Here are the tears of the world, and human matters touch the heart" haunts
Wilder’s oeuvre. Understanding Vergil’s phrase as "tears for the beauty of the
world," Wilder utilizes scenes depicting the beauty of the world and the sorrow
when individuals recognize this too late. Wilder exhorts us to observe lovingly,
alert to the wonder of the everyday. This work will appeal to actors and directors,
professors and students in Classics and in American literature, those fascinated
by modern drama and performance studies, and non-specialists, theatre-goers,
and readers in the general public.
Vividly recreating the unique pleasure of experiencing a song-and-dance show, Broadway
Babies spotlights the men and women who made a difference in the development of American
musical comedy. Mordden's account features such show people as Florenz Ziegfeld, Harold
Prince, Bert Lahr, Gwen Verdon, Angela Lansbury, Victor Herbert, Liza Minnelli, and Stephen
Sondheim, and such musicals as Sally, Oh Kay!, Anything Goes, Show Boat, Oklahoma!,
Follies, Chicago, and countless others. While theatrical historians traditionally have
emphasized the role of the authors of musicals, Mordden also examines the personal styles of
the directors, choreographers, and producers, in order to demonstrate not only what the
musical became but what it was. The volume includes an extensive discography--the first of its
kind--which offers a virtually self-contained history of recorded show music.
“If John Steinbeck’s mighty Grapes of Wrath is the tragic novel of the Great Depression, then
Heaven’s My Destination is its comic masterpiece. —J.D. McClatchy A hilarious tale about
goodness in a fallen world, Heaven’s My Destination introduces George Marvin Brush, one of
Thornton Wilder's most memorable characters. Brush, a traveling textbook salesman, is a
fervent religious convert who is determined to lead a good life. With sad and sometimes
hilarious consequences, his travels take him through smoking cars, bawdy houses, banks, and
campgrounds from Texas to Illinois—and into the soul of Depression-era America itself. This
special edition includes an updated afterword by Wilder’s nephew, Tappan Wilder, with
illuminating material about the author and book.
The play tells the story of two young bucks who, having spent all their money by living too well,
leave London and roam from town to town in search of love and fortune. In order to find a
wealthy heiress for at least one of them, they pose as master and servant ¿ exchanging roles
from one town to the next. In Lichfield, Aimwell is the master and Archer the servant, and there
they meet the lovely, wealthy Dorinda and her equally desirable sister-in-law, Mrs. Kate Sullen.
They set their caps for these women, but problems abound. Kate is married to a drunken sot
who despises her; the innkeeper¿s saucy daughter, Cherry, has set her cap for Archer;
Dorinda¿s mother, Lady Bountiful, mistakenly believes herself to be a great healer of the sick,
and she guards her daughter like a dragoness; and a band of brigands plans to rob the house
of Lady Bountiful that very night, putting all schemes in jeopardy. This is a play in the great
tradition of Goldsmith¿s She Stoops to Conquer and Sheridan¿s The Rivals and The School
for Scandal. It is classic, formal, robust and hilarious.
"This play is a rewritten version of the play "The merchant of Yonkers" which was directed in
1938 ..."--P. [4].
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