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Vietnam A History Stanley Karnow
Focuses on a crucial two-day battle in Vietnam that was also marked by an ill-fated protest by
University of Wisconsin students at the Dow Chemical Company, in an hour-by-hour narrative.
Provides a visual analysis of the war, including the historical foundations as well as French and
American involvement
An absorbing and definitive modern history of the Vietnam War from the acclaimed New York
Times bestselling author of The Secret War. Vietnam became the Western world’s most
divisive modern conflict, precipitating a battlefield humiliation for France in 1954, then a vastly
greater one for the United States in 1975. Max Hastings has spent the past three years
interviewing scores of participants on both sides, as well as researching a multitude of
American and Vietnamese documents and memoirs, to create an epic narrative of an epic
struggle. He portrays the set pieces of Dienbienphu, the 1968 Tet offensive, the air blitz of
North Vietnam, and also much less familiar miniatures such as the bloodbath at Daido, where
a US Marine battalion was almost wiped out, together with extraordinary recollections of Ho
Chi Minh’s warriors. Here are the vivid realities of strife amid jungle and paddies that killed two
million people. Many writers treat the war as a US tragedy, yet Hastings sees it as
overwhelmingly that of the Vietnamese people, of whom forty died for every American. US
blunders and atrocities were matched by those committed by their enemies. While all the world
has seen the image of a screaming, naked girl seared by napalm, it forgets countless
eviscerations, beheadings, and murders carried out by the communists. The people of both
former Vietnams paid a bitter price for the Northerners’ victory in privation and oppression.
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Here is testimony from Vietcong guerrillas, Southern paratroopers, Saigon bargirls, and Hanoi
students alongside that of infantrymen from South Dakota, Marines from North Carolina, and
Huey pilots from Arkansas. No past volume has blended a political and military narrative of the
entire conflict with heart-stopping personal experiences, in the fashion that Max Hastings’
readers know so well. The author suggests that neither side deserved to win this struggle with
so many lessons for the twenty-first century about the misuse of military might to confront
intractable political and cultural challenges. He marshals testimony from warlords and
peasants, statesmen and soldiers, to create an extraordinary record.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • The national bestseller that tells the truth about the
Vietnam War from the black soldiers’ perspective. An oral history unlike any other, Bloods
features twenty black men who tell the story of how members of their race were sent off to
Vietnam in disproportionate numbers, and of the special test of patriotism they faced. Told in
voices no reader will soon forget, Bloods is a must-read for anyone who wants to put the
Vietnam experience in historical, cultural, and political perspective. Praise for Bloods “Superb .
. . a portrait not just of warfare and warriors but of beleaguered patriotism and pride. The
violence recalled in Bloods is chilling. . . . On most of its pages hope prevails. Some of these
men have witnessed the very worst that people can inflict on one another. . . . Their experience
finally transcends race; their dramatic monologues bear witness to humanity.”—Time
“[Wallace] Terry’s oral history captures the very essence of war, at both its best and worst. . . .
[He] has done a great service for all Americans with Bloods. Future historians will find his case
studies extremely useful, and they will be hard pressed to ignore the role of blacks, as too
often has been the case in past wars.”—The Washington Post Book World “Terry set out to
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write an oral history of American blacks who fought for their country in Vietnam, but he did
better than that. He wrote a compelling portrait of Americans in combat, and used his words so
that the reader—black or white—knows the soldiers as men and Americans, their race
overshadowed by the larger humanity Terry conveys. . . . This is not light reading, but it is
literature with the ring of truth that shows the reader worlds through the eyes of others. You
can’t ask much more from a book than that.”—Associated Press “Bloods is a major
contribution to the literature of this war. For the first time a book has detailed the inequities
blacks faced at home and on the battlefield. Their war stories involve not only Vietnam, but
Harlem, Watts, Washington D.C. and small-town America.”—Atlanta Journal-Constitution “I
wish Bloods were longer, and I hope it makes the start of a comprehensive oral and analytic
history of blacks in Vietnam. . . . They see their experiences as Americans, and as blacks who
live in, but are sometimes at odds with, America. The results are sometimes stirring,
sometimes appalling, but this three-tiered perspective heightens and shadows every
tale.”—The Village Voice “Terry was in Vietnam from 1967 through 1969. . . . In this book he
has backtracked, Studs Terkel–like, and found twenty black veterans of the Vietnam War and
let them spill their guts. And they do; oh, how they do. The language is raw, naked, a brick
through a window on a still night. At the height of tension a sweet story, a soft story, drops into
view. The veterans talk about fighting two wars: Vietnam and racism. They talk about fighting
alongside the Ku Klux Klan.”—The Boston Globe
"A landmark work...The most complete account to date of the Vietnam tragedy." -The
Washington Post Book World This monumental narrative clarifies, analyzes, and demystifies
the tragic ordeal of the Vietnam war. Free of ideological bias, profound in its undertsanding,
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and compassionate in its human portrayls , it is filled with fresh revelations drawn from secret
documents and from exclusive interviews with participants-French, American, Vietnamese,
Chinese: diplomats, military commanders, high government officials, journalists, nurses,
workers, and soldiers. Originally published a companion to the Emmy-winning PBS series,
Karnow's defining book is a precursor to Ken Burns's ten-part forthcoming documentary series,
The Vietnam War. Vietnam: A History puts events and decisions into such sharp focus that we
come to understand - and make peace with - a convulsive epoch of our recent history. "This is
history writing at its best." -Chicago Sun-Times "Even those of us who think we know
something about it will read with fascination." -The New York Times
The vivid voices that speak from these pages are not those of historians or scholars. They are
the voices of ordinary men and women who experienced—and helped to win—the most
devastating war in history, in which between 50 and 60 million lives were lost. Focusing on the
citizens of four towns— Luverne, Minnesota; Sacramento, California; Waterbury, Connecticut;
Mobile, Alabama;—The War follows more than forty people from 1941 to 1945. Woven largely
from their memories, the compelling, unflinching narrative unfolds month by bloody month, with
the outcome always in doubt. All the iconic events are here, from Pearl Harbor to the liberation
of the concentration camps—but we also move among prisoners of war and Japanese
American internees, defense workers and schoolchildren, and families who struggled simply to
stay together while their men were shipped off to Europe, the Pacific, and North Africa.
Enriched by maps and hundreds of photographs, including many never published before, this
is an intimate, profoundly affecting chronicle of the war that shaped our world. From the
Hardcover edition.
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The first major synthesis of the war since 2001, drawing upon a host of newly declassified
documents, presidential tapes, and overlooked foreign sources to give the most
comprehensive look to date of the war that still haunts America.
Here, acclaimed American historians - among them, Max Boot, Douglas Brinkley, and Stanley
Karnow - tell the dramatic story of America's war in Vietnam. It's all here - from the first
American deaths in Vietnam and the controversial Gulf of Tonkin attack to the Tet offensive,
the My Lai massacre, and, finally, the building of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
A history of the four decades leading up to the Vietnam War offers insights into how the U.S.
became involved, identifying commonalities between the campaigns of French and American
forces while discussing relevant political factors.
“A brilliant, coherent social and political overview spanning three turbulent centuries.”—San
Francisco Chronicle Stanley Karnow won the Pulitzer Prize for this account of America’s
imperial experience in the Philippines. In a swiftly paced, brilliantly vivid narrative, Karnow
focuses on the relationship that has existed between the two nations since the United States
acquired the country from Spain in 1898, examining how we have sought to remake the
Philippines “in our image,” an experiment marked from the outset by blundering, ignorance,
and mutual misunderstanding. “Stanley Karnow has written the ultimate book—brilliant,
panoramic, engrossing—about American behavior overseas in the twentieth century.”—The
Boston Sunday Globe “A page-turning story and authoritative history.”—The New York Times
“Perhaps the best journalist writing on Asian affairs.”—Newsweek
In the spring of 1966, while the war in Vietnam was still popular, the US military decided to
reactivate the 9th Infantry Division as part of the military build-up. Across the nation, farm boys
Page 5/20

Get Free Vietnam A History Stanley Karnow
from the Midwest, surfers from California and city-slickers from Cleveland opened their mail to
find greetings from Uncle Sam. Most American soldiers of the Vietnam era trickled into the war
zone as individual replacements for men who had become casualties or had rotated home.
Charlie Company was different as part of the only division raised, drafted and trained for
service. From draft to the battlefields of South Vietnam, this is the unvarnished truth from the
fear of death to the chaos of battle, told almost entirely through the recollections of the men
themselves. This is their story, the story of young draftees who had done everything that their
nation had asked of them and had received so little in return – lost faces of a distant war.
In a remote mountain stronghold in 1968, six thousand US Marines awoke one January
morning to find themselves surrounded by 20,000 enemy troops. Their only road to the coast
was cut, and bad weather and enemy fire threatened their fragile air lifeline. The siege of Khe
Sanh-the Vietnam War's epic confrontation-was under way. For seventy-seven days, the
Marines and a contingent of US Army Special Forces endured artillery barrages, sniper fire,
ground assaults, and ambushes. Air Force, Marine, and Navy pilots braved perilous flying
conditions to deliver supplies, evacuate casualties, and stem the North Vietnamese Army's
onslaught. As President Lyndon B. Johnson weighed the use of tactical nuclear weapons,
Americans watched the shocking drama unfold on nightly newscasts. Through it all, the
bloodied defenders of Khe Sanh held firm and prepared for an Alamo-like last stand. Now,
Gregg Jones takes readers into the trenches and bunkers at Khe Sanh to tell the story of this
extraordinary moment in American history. Last Stand at Khe Sanh captures the exceptional
courage and brotherhood that sustained the American fighting men throughout the ordeal. It
brings to life an unforgettable cast of characters-young high school dropouts and rootless
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rebels in search of John Wayne glory; grizzled Korean War veterans; daredevil pilots; gritty
platoon leaders and company commanders; and courageous Navy surgeons who volunteered
to serve in combat with the storied Marines. Drawing on in-depth interviews with siege
survivors, thousands of pages of archival documents, and scores of oral history accounts,
Gregg Jones delivers a poignant and heart-pounding narrative worthy of the heroic defense of
Khe Sanh.
In the spring of 1972, North Vietnam invaded South Vietnam in what became known as the
Easter Offensive. Almost all of the American forces had already withdrawn from Vietnam
except for a small group of American advisers to the South Vietnamese armed forces. The
23rd ARVN Infantry Division and its American advisers were sent to defend the provincial
capital of Kontum in the Central Highlands. They were surrounded and attacked by three
enemy divisions with heavy artillery and tanks but, with the help of air power, managed to
successfully defend Kontum and prevent South Vietnam from being cut in half and defeated.
Although much has been written about the Vietnam War, little of it addresses either the Easter
Offensive or the Battle of Kontum. In Kontum: The Battle to Save South Vietnam, Thomas P.
McKenna fills this gap, offering the only in-depth account available of this violent engagement.
McKenna, a U.S. infantry lieutenant colonel assigned as a military adviser to the 23rd Division,
participated in the battle of Kontum and combines his personal experiences with years of
interviews and research from primary sources to describe the events leading up to the invasion
and the battle itself. Kontum sheds new light on the actions of U.S. advisers in combat during
the Vietnam War. McKenna's book is not only an essential historical resource for America's
most controversial war but a personal story of valor and survival.
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A gripping and informative visual guide to one of the bloodiest conflicts in US and world history
Journey through the Vietnam War; exploring detailed accounts of the men and women that
were there. Explore their stories of struggle, sacrifice, and bravery through the iconic events
that defined this conflict. This visual guide is the perfect read for any military history enthusiast.
Inside the pages of this retelling of America's bloodiest conflict, you'll discover: - A vivid,
moving, and informative read, written in an engaging style - Offers a clear and compelling
account of the conflict, in short, self-contained events from the Battle of Ia Drang to the Tet
Offensive and The Khmer Rouge Biography spreads highlight major military and political
figures - Features on everyday life in the war offering additional context - Stunning image
spreads display weapons, spy gear, and other equipment that defined the war - Maps and
feature boxes provide additional information on major events during the conflict A carefully
constructed, in-depth guide to Vietnam This definitive history of the Vietnam War was written in
conjunction with the Smithsonian. SI A Short History of the Vietnam War showcases every
aspect of the fighting and the wider political landscape from both the side of the Viet Cong and
the US military. Compelling text, diagrams, and maps show exactly how decisive moments and
battles unfolded to help the reader to visualize the conflict. Eyewitness accounts and iconic
photographs bring events to life - from the creation of the Ho Chi Minh Trail to Operation
Passage to Freedom and the evacuation of the US embassy in Saigon. From weapons and
aircraft to armored vehicles and spy gear, explore the machinery used in the war through
breathtaking photography. Lastly, biographical entries give a fuller insight into the minds of key
figures and the decisions they made and include Henry Kissinger, President Nixon, Pol Pot,
and more. More in the series Combining expert historical insight, eyewitness accounts, and
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archive photography, A Short History series seeks to summarise key historical events and
provide a wider context to what was happening around these events. Titles include SI A Short
History of World War II, SI A Short History of the American Civil War, and SI A Short History of
Flying and are the perfect addition to any history enthusiast's library.

One of the most acclaimed books of our time—the definitive Vietnam War exposé and
the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. When he came to
Vietnam in 1962, Lieutenant Colonel John Paul Vann was the one clear-sighted
participant in an enterprise riddled with arrogance and self-deception, a charismatic
soldier who put his life and career on the line in an attempt to convince his superiors
that the war should be fought another way. By the time he died in 1972, Vann had
embraced the follies he once decried. He died believing that the war had been won. In
this magisterial book, a monument of history and biography that was awarded the
National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction, a renowned journalist tells
the story of John Vann—"the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam"—and of the tragedy
that destroyed a country and squandered so much of America's young manhood and
resources.
First published in 1961 by Stackpole Books, Street without Joy is a classic of military
history. Journalist and scholar Bernard Fall vividly captured the sights, sounds, and
smells of the brutal— and politically complicated—conflict between the French and the
Communist-led Vietnamese nationalists in Indochina. The French fought to the bitter
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end, but even with the lethal advantages of a modern military, they could not stave off
the Viet Minh insurgency of hit-and-run tactics, ambushes, booby traps, and nighttime
raids. The final French defeat came at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, setting the stage for
American involvement and a far bloodier chapter in Vietnam‘s history. Fall combined
graphic reporting with deep scholarly knowledge of Vietnam and its colonial history in a
book memorable in its descriptions of jungle fighting and insightful in its arguments.
After more than a half a century in print, Street without Joy remains required reading.
This comprehensive work traces Viet Nam's history, a narrative of a multi-ethnic, multireligious heritage, from ancient chiefdoms to imperial provinces, from independent
kingdoms to contending regions, civil wars, French colonies, and modern republics.
A true, bestselling story from the battlefield that faithfully portrays the horror, the
madness, and the trauma of the Vietnam War More than half a million copies of
Chickenhawk have been sold since it was first published in 1983. Now with a new
afterword by the author and photographs taken by him during the conflict, this straightfrom-the-shoulder account tells the electrifying truth about the helicopter war in
Vietnam. This is Robert Mason’s astounding personal story of men at war. A veteran of
more than one thousand combat missions, Mason gives staggering descriptions that
cut to the heart of the combat experience: the fear and belligerence, the quiet insights
and raging madness, the lasting friendships and sudden death—the extreme emotions of
a "chickenhawk" in constant danger. "Very simply the best book so far about Vietnam."
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-St. Louis Post-Dispatch
This updated and revised edition of Light at the End of the Tunnel is an exhaustive
account of the Vietnam War that gives a total overview of the conflict. Starting with Ho
Chi Minh's revolt against the French, Andrew Rotter takes the reader through the
succeeding years as scholars, government officials, journalists, and others recount the
important events and examine issues that developed during this tumultuous time. This
book is essential for anyone who has an interest in truly understanding the Vietnam
War. These readings will both educate and entertain students about this turning point in
the history of the United States and, indeed, the world.
Profiles Marine Carlos Hathcock, an ace marksman, whose missions during the
Vietnam War included assassinating a North Vietnamese.
An account of the Vietnam War describes how it began, why it was so difficult to end,
and how its tragic legacy endures today.

For most Americans, the "exit" from Indochina occurred in 1973, with the
withdrawal of the U.S. military from South Vietnam. In fact, the final exit did not
occur until two decades later, after the collapse of the Republic of Vietnam in
1975, the Cambodian revolution, and a decade of Vietnamese occupation of
Cambodia. Only in the early 1990s were the major powers able to negotiate a
settlement of the Cambodia conflict and withdraw from the region. This book
recounts the diplomacy that brought an end to great power involvement in
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Indochina, including the negotiations for a UN peace process in Cambodia and
construction of a "road map" for normalizing U.S.-Vietnam relations. In so doing,
this volume also highlights the changing character of diplomacy at the beginning
of the 1990s, when, at least temporarily, an era of military confrontation among
the major world powers gave way to political management of international
conflicts.
"Laos was never really ours after 1954. South Vietnam is and wants to be." -McGeorge Bundy, Washington, D.C., 1961 "The Americans thought that Vietnam
was a war. We knew that Vietnam was our country." -- Luu Doan Huynh, Hanoi,
1999 Twenty-five years after its end, with many records and archives newly
opened and many participants now willing to testify, historian and journalist A. J.
Langguth has written an authoritative, news-making account of the Vietnam War
from both the American and Vietnamese perspectives. Our Vietnam is a
sweeping and evenhanded history of the Vietnam War as it was lived by U.S.
presidents in Washington and Communist leaders in Hanoi, by American Marines
at Khe Sanh and war protesters at home, by Vietcong guerrillas in the Mekong
Delta and South Vietnamese troops in the Central Highlands. Langguth traveled
to Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Beijing to interview scores of ranking Communist
officials as well as those who played significant but lesser-known roles. As a
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correspondent for The New York Times in South Vietnam in the 1960s, he
observed most of the prominent U.S. officials involved in the war, including
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, General William Westmoreland,
Ambassador Maxwell Taylor and presidential adviser McGeorge Bundy. He has
drawn on recently released documents and secret White House tapes to bring
the architects of the war and the events of that time into sharp focus. Our
Vietnam provides a rare look at the secret maneuvering within Hanoi's Politburo,
where an implacable southerner named Le Duan emerges as the man -- even
more than the famous General Giap -- who shaped the Communist struggle. It
reveals the palace intrigues of President Ngo Dinh Diem and his sister-in-law
Madame Nhu in Saigon. It takes us inside the waffling and self-deceived White
Houses of Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon, and shows how those presidents tried
to muzzle the press and deceive the American public. It documents the ineptness
and corruption of our South Vietnamese allies, recounts the bravery of soldiers
on both sides at Ap Bac and Ia Drang, and explores inhuman behavior at My Lai
and within the prison walls of the Hanoi Hilton. It makes vivid again the antiwar
demonstrations that led to rioting in Chicago and four dead students at Kent
State. As the struggle shifts to the peace talks in Paris, Langguth contrasts Henry
Kissinger's version of the negotiations that led to the withdrawal of American
Page 13/20

Get Free Vietnam A History Stanley Karnow
troops with other, more objective firsthand accounts. The frantic evacuation of
U.S. diplomats and advisers from Saigon during the Communists' final offensive
in April 1975 is the poignant climax to this encompassing story of an enemy's
unbroken will and America's fatal miscalculations. With its broad sweep and keen
insights, Our Vietnam brings together the kaleidoscopic events and personalities
of the war -- the assassinations and battles, the strategists and soldiers, the
reporters and protesters -- into one engrossing and unforgettable narrative.
"The most thoughtful and judicious one-volume history of the war and the
American political leaders who presided over the difficult and painful decisions
that shaped this history. The book will stand for the foreseeable future as the best
study of the tragic mistakes that led to so much suffering."—Robert Dallek Many
books have been written on the tragic decisions regarding Vietnam made by the
young stars of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. Yet despite millions of
words of analysis and reflection, no historian has been able to explain why such
decent, brilliant, and previously successful men stumbled so badly. That changes
with Road to Disaster. Historian Brian VanDeMark draws upon decades of
archival research, his own interviews with many of those involved, and a wealth
of previously unheard recordings by Robert McNamara and Clark Clifford, who
served as Defense Secretaries for Kennedy and Johnson. Yet beyond that, Road
Page 14/20

Get Free Vietnam A History Stanley Karnow
to Disaster is also the first history of the war to look at the cataclysmic decisions
of those in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations through the prism of recent
research in cognitive science, psychology, and organizational theory to explain
why the "Best and the Brightest" became trapped in situations that suffocated
creative thinking and willingness to dissent, why they found change so hard, and
why they were so blind to their own errors. An epic history of America’s march to
quagmire, Road to Disaster is a landmark in scholarship and a book of immense
importance.
Pham Xuan An was a brilliant journalist and an even better spy. A friend to all the
legendary reporters who covered the Vietnam War, he was an invaluable source
of news and a font of wisdom on all things Vietnamese. At the same time, he was
a masterful double agent. An inspired shape-shifter who kept his cover in place
until the day he died, Pham Xuan An ranks as one of the preeminent spies of the
twentieth century. When Thomas A. Bass set out to write the story of An’s
remarkable career for The New Yorker, fresh revelations arrived daily during their
freewheeling conversations, which began in 1992. But a good spy is always at
work, and it was not until An’s death in 2006 that Bass was able to lift the veil
from his carefully guarded story to offer up this fascinating portrait of a hidden
life. A masterful history that reads like a John le Carré thriller, The Spy Who
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Loved Us offers a vivid portrait of journalists and spies at war.
One of the most influential leaders of the twentieth century, Ho Chi Minh was
founder of the Indochina Communist Party and its successor, the Viet-Minh, and
was president from 1945 to 1969 of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North
Vietnam). In exploring the life and career of Ho Chi Minh, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author David Halberstam provides a window into traditions and culture that
influenced the American war in Vietnam, while highlighting the importance of
nationalism in determining the war's outcome. As depicted by Halberstam, Ho is
first and foremost a nationalist and a patriot. He was also, according to the
author, a pragmatist "who was able to turn the abstract into the practical and to
embody the concept of revolution to his own people." This edition includes a new
preface by the author.
"In these pages, Le Ly Hayslip--just twelve years old when U.S. helicopters
landed in her tiny village of Ky La--shows us the Vietnam War as she lived it.
Initially pressed into service by the Vietcong, Le Ly was captured and imprisoned
by government forces. She found sanctuary at last with an American contractor
and ultimately fled to the United States. Almost twenty years after her escape, Le
Ly found herself inexorably drawn back to the devastated country and loved ones
she'd left behind, and returned to Vietnam in 1986. Scenes of this joyous reunion
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are interwoven with the brutal war years, creating an extraordinary portrait of the
nation, then and now--and of one courageous woman who held fast to her faith in
humanity"-"The military events, the political and strategic contexts, and the social and
cultural impact of the Vietnam War are all brought together into this single
compelling and readable volume. As well as breadth and incisiveness, it has new
things to say on the nature of the communist revolution and the way of war; the
flaws in US strategy and tactics, and how these affected the soldier on the
ground; and the legacy of the war for Vietnam and America alike."--BOOK
JACKET.
This monumental narrative clarifies, analyses and demystifies the terrible ordeal of the Vietnam
war. Free of ideological bias, profound in its understanding and compassionate in its portrayal
of humanity, it is filled with fresh revelations drawn from secret documents and from exclusive
interviews with the participants - French, American, Vietnamese, Chinese: diplomats, military
commanders, high government officials, journalists, nurses, workers and soldiers. The Vietnam
war was the most convulsive tragedy of recent times. This is its definitive history.
"Catton treats the Diem government on its own terms rather than as an appendage of
American policy. Focusing on the decade from Dien Bien Phu to Diem's assassination in 1963,
he examines the Vietnamese leader's nation-building and reform efforts - particularly his
Strategic Hamlet Program, which sought to separate guerrilla insurgents from the peasantry
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and build grassroots support for his regime. Catton's evaluation of the collapse of that program
offers fresh insights into both Diem's limitations as a leader and the ideological and
organizational weaknesses of his government, while his assessment of the evolution of
Washington's relations with Saigon provides new insight into America's growing involvement in
the Vietnamese civil war.".
Provides a powerful vision of the war that shattered American self-confidence
“The most comprehensive examination of widespread covert American actions during the
Vietnam War.”—Kirkus Reviews Code-named the Studies and Observations Group, SOG was
the most secret elite U.S. military unit to serve in the Vietnam War—so secret its very existence
was denied by the government. Composed entirely of volunteers from such ace fighting units
as the Army Green Berets, Air Force Air Commandos, and Navy SEALs, SOG took on the
most dangerous covert assignments, in the deadliest and most forbidding theaters of
operation. Major John L. Plaster, three-tour SOG veteran, shares the gripping exploits of these
true American warriors. Here is a minute-by-minute, heartbeat-by-heartbeat account of SOG’s
stunning operations behind enemy lines—penetrating heavily defended North Vietnamese
military facilities, holding off mass enemy attacks, launching daring missions to rescue downed
U.S. pilots. From sabotage to espionage to hand-to-hand combat, these are some of the most
extraordinary true stories of honor and heroism in the history of the U.S. military.
The Vietnam War remains one of the most heroic and heartbreaking events in history. This
definitive guide charts the unforgettable story of the world's first televised war. Created in
association with the Smithsonian Institution, this authoritative guide chronicles America's fight
against Communism in southeast Asia during the 1960s and 1970s, and comprehensively
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explores the people, politics, events, and lasting effects of the Vietnam War. Hundreds of
insightful images and a compelling narrative combine to chronicle this catastrophic conflict.??
From 1955, the communist government of North Vietnam waged war against South Vietnam
and its main ally, the USA. Over the course of two decades of hostility and warfare, the number
of casualties reached an incomprehensible three million people. Detailed descriptions of every
episode, including Operation Passage to Freedom and the evacuation of the American
embassy in Saigon, tell the stories in iconic photographs and eyewitness accounts. Discover
the real people behind the conflict, with gripping biographies of key figures, including Henry
Kissinger, General Thieu, President Nixon, and Pol Pot. This incredible visual record is
supported by locator maps, at-a-glance timelines, archive photography, and key quotations to
ensure an all-encompassing experience. The Vietnam War is an essential historic reference to
help humanity learn the lessons of suffering and sacrifice from one of the bloodiest conflicts of
the 20th century.
Frances FitzGerald's landmark history of Vietnam and the Vietnam War, "A compassionate
and penetrating account of the collision of two societies that remain untranslatable to one
another." (New York Times Book Review) This magisterial work, based on Frances
FitzGerald's many years of research and travels, takes us inside the history of Vietnam--the
traditional, ancestor-worshiping villages, the conflicts between Communists and antiCommunists, Catholics and Buddhists, generals and monks, the disruption created by French
colonialism, and America's ill-fated intervention--and reveals the country as seen through
Vietnamese eyes. Originally published in 1972, FIRE IN THE LAKE was the first history of
Vietnam written by an American, and subsequently won the Pulitzer Prize, the Bancroft Prize,
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and the National Book Award. With a clarity and insight unrivaled by any author before it or
since, Frances FitzGerald illustrates how America utterly and tragically misinterpreted the
realities of Vietnam.
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