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Wto Domestic Regulation And Services Trade
Putting Principles Into Practice
Innovative, interdisciplinary, practitioner-oriented insights into the key challenges
faced in addressing the services trade liberalization and domestic regulation
interface.
Are the limitations imposed on World Trade Organization (WTO) members' right
to regulate efficient? This is a question that is only scarcely, if ever, analysed in
existing literature. Boris Rigod aims to provide an answer to this fundamental
concern. Using the tools of economic analysis and in particular the concept of
economic efficiency as a benchmark, the author states that domestic regulatory
measures should only be subject to scrutiny by WTO bodies when they cause
negative international externalities through terms of trade manipulations. He then
suggests that WTO law, applied by the WTO judiciary can prevent WTO
members from attaining optimal levels of regulation. By applying a law and
economics methodology, Rigod provides an innovative solution to the problem of
how to reconcile members' regulatory autonomy and WTO rules as well as
offering a novel analytical framework for assessing domestic regulations in the
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light of WTO law.
"Trade integration can play a much larger role in boosting shared prosperity. The
current focus on trade tensions threatens to obscure the great untapped benefits
possible from further trade reform. The opportunities provided by information
technology and other fundamental changes in the global economy are yet to be
reflected in modern areas of trade policy, such as services and electronic
commerce. Greater openness in these areas would promote competition, lift
productivity, and raise living standards. In many other areas, such as the rural
economy, smaller enterprises, and women’s economic empowerment, traderelated reforms are important particularly to foster more inclusive growth.
Harnessing flexible approaches to WTO negotiations may be the key to
reinvigorating global trade reform. Despite the benefits at stake—and with
important exceptions such as the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement—trade
reform has lagged since the early 2000s. For much of this period, governments
focused their efforts in the WTO on a single negotiating approach. Now, as
groups of WTO members pursue joint initiatives in several areas, attention is
turning to how other negotiating approaches—including some used effectively in
the past—can be leveraged so that trade once again plays its full role in driving
increased global economic prosperity. Building greater, more durable
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openness—this paper’s focus—should be part of a broader effort to strengthen
and reinvest in the global trading system. The system of global trade rules that
has nurtured unprecedented economic growth across multiple generations faces
tensions. Though only recently brought to the fore, those tensions are rooted in
issues that have been left unresolved for too long. Governments need to
promptly address outstanding questions involving, for example, the WTO dispute
system and the reach of subsidy disciplines. Cooperative action to secure greater
openness—an imperative in its own right—could also help to resolve these"
A detailed examination of the GATT regime for international trade, discussing the
negotiating record, policy background, economic rationale, and case law. The
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was created alongside other
towering achievements of the post-World War II era, including the United
Nations, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund. GATT, the first
successful agreement to generate multilateral trade liberalization, became the
principal institution to administer international trade for the next six decades. In
this book, Petros Mavoidis offers detailed examination of the GATT regime for
international trade, discussing the negotiating record, policy background,
economic rationale, and case law. Mavroidis offers a substantive first chapter that
provides a detailed historical background to GATT that stretches from the 1927
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World Economic Conference through Bretton Woods and the Atlantic Charter.
Each of the following chapters examines the disciplines agreed to, their
negotiating record, their economic rationale, and subsequent practice. Mavroidis
focuses on cases that have influenced the prevailing understanding of the norm,
as well as on literature that has contributed to its interpretation, and the final
outcome. In particular, he examines quantitative restrictions and tariffs; the most
favored nation clause (MFN), the cornerstone of the GATT edifice; preferential
trade agreements and special treatment for products originating in developing
countries; domestic instruments; and exceptions to the obligations assumed
under GATT. This book's companion volume examines World Trade Organization
(WTO) agreements regulating trade in goods.
Health ministries around the world face a new challenge: to assess the risks and
respond to the opportunities of the increasing openness in health services under
the World Trade Organization's (WTO) General Agreement on Trade in Services
(GATS). 'International Trade in Health Services and the GATS' addresses this
challenge head-on by providing analytical tools to policymakers in health and
trade ministries alike who are involved in the liberalization agenda and,
specifically, in the GATS negotiations. This book informs and assists
policymakers in formulating trade policy and negotiating internationally. There is
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ongoing and animated international debate about the impact of GATS on public
services in general and health in particular. In response, the book offers different
perspectives from more than 15 leading experts. Some of the authors stress
opportunities linked to trade in health services, others focus more on the risks.
The book offers: Detailed legal analysis of the impact of the agreement on health
policy An overview of trade commitments in health-related services New
empirical evidence from nine country studies A simple 10-step explanation on
how to deal with GATS negotiations. 'International Trade in Health Services and
the GATS' is a must-have resource for policymakers and other practitioners
working in the trade and health sectors.
"The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) extends the multilateral
trading system to services. Little is said In the GATS about subsidies, beyond
stipulating that subsidies are subject to the existing provisions, including the mostfavoured-nation and national-treatment principles, and that Members shall enter
into negotiations with a view to developing the disciplines necessary to avoid the
trade distorting effects of subsidies." "This timely book provides a comprehensive
analysis of services subsidies under the GATS. It begins with a description of
services and trade in services, and of the salient characteristics that make
regulation of services subsidies more complex than those associated with
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agricultural and industrial goods. It then analyzes the economic arguments
underpinning the need for regulation, as well as the need for governments to
retain sufficient latitude to implement non-trade-related policy measures. A
description of the information available on services subsidies is followed by a
classification of services subsidies according to their distortive effects, and by a
detailed analysis of those elements that may form a definition of services
subsidies for the purpose of a future regulatory framework." "A key section is
devoted to the analysis of those existing provisions of the GATS that may exert a
certain measure of discipline on services subsidies, and to the question of the
desirability and technical feasibility of countervailing measures. Rules on services
subsidies contained in regional trade agreements and the need for special and
differential treatment for services subsidies by developing countries are also
discussed. Finally, and prior to the conclusion, two sectoral studies deal with the
question of subsidies aimed at attracting foreign direct investment and subsidies
to the audiovisual sector." "This work represents the first extensive and
comprehensive analysis of the issue of services subsidies in the context of the
GATS, and includes numerous references to relevant European Union State Aid
legislation and jurisprudence." --Book Jacket.
This handbook provides a holistic understanding of what the World Trade
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Organization does, how it goes about fulfilling its tasks, its achievements and
problems, and how it might contend with some critical challenges.
With the establishment of the WTO, trade in services became part of the world
trade order. Volume 6 is dedicated to these rather recent developments. It covers
the core agreement, the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) with
annexes, as well as the additional instruments , which have been adopted later
on to govern the liberalization in specific sectors. Those are the Understanding
on Commitments in Financial Services, the Second Protocol on Financial
Services, the Third Protocol on the Movement of Natural Persons, the Fourth
Protocol on Basic Telecommunications and the Fifth Protocol, which contains
further rules for financial services. This volume will be a valuable reference tool
for the WTO community as a whole, as well as for professionals and researchers,
who deal with one of the sectors concerned, e.g. financial services and
telecommunications. Furthermore, it is highly relevant in view of those sectors,
which are the subject of ongoing liberalization efforts or earmarked for future
negotiations, namely accounting, legal services, transport, tourism,
environmental services, legal and educational services.
The World Trade Organisation plays the primary role in regulating international trade in goods,
services and intellectual property. Traditionally, international trade law and regulation has been
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analysed primarily from the trade-in-goods perspective. Services are becoming an important
competence for the WTO. The institutional, legal and regulatory influence of the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) on domestic economic policymaking is attracting
increasing attention in the academic and policymaking literature. The growing importance of
services trade to the global economy makes the application of the GATS to trade in services
an important concern of international economic policy. The GATS contains important
innovations that build on the former GATT and existing WTO/GATT trade regime for goods.
This book fills a void in the academic and policymaking literature by examining how the GATS
governs international trade in services and its growing impact on the regulatory practice of
WTO member states. It offers a unique discussion of the major is-sues confronting WTO
member states by analysing the GATS and related international trade issues from a variety of
perspectives that include law, political economy, regulation, and business. Moreover, the role
of the WTO in promoting liberalised trade and economic development has come under serious
strain because of the breakdown of the Doha Development Round negotiations. The book
analyses the issues in the Doha services debate with some suggested policy approaches that
might help build a more durable GATS framework. The book is a welcomed addition to the
WTO literature and will serve as a point of reference for academics, policymakers and
practitioners.
Like tariffs and other border measures, national regulatory barriers impede international trade.
Unlike tariffs, however, such barriers usually indicate an important domestic policy choice. This
'conflict of interest' has emerged as a crucial issue in international law, particularly with regard
to services, such as telecommunications and health services. This study is the first to analyze
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the potential impact of incompatibilities between national regulatory regimes and the rules and
obligations imposed by the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). In the process of
arriving at his challenging concluding theses, the author investigates such relevant concepts as
the following: the political and ideological dynamics of GATS negotiations services trade
liberalization in regional integration systems, particularly in EC law policies common to diverse
national regulatory systems the notions of 'deregulation' and 'privatization' the human rights
implications of international trade law the GATS obligations of market access, national
treatment, and most-favoured-nation treatment the role of the WTO's dispute settlement
organs GATS transparency obligations Professor Krajewski's study is of enormous significance
to specialists in regulatory policies and instruments at all national and sectoral levels,
especially in the context of ongoing GATS negotiations. As the author warns: Unless GATS
negotiators and national regulators have a thorough understanding of the relationship between
GATS obligations and regulatory policies and instruments, they cannot effectively use the
flexible elements of GATS and could reach an agreement which they may later regret.
This third edition of one of the leading textbooks on world trade law offers what is, in a number
of ways, a unique perspective on this important subject. Combining the best aspects of both
casebook and treatise, this comprehensive textbook provides detailed explanations and
analysis of the law to help understand the issues as well as case extracts to offer a flavour of
the judicial reasoning of trade adjudicators. Moreover, the book is truly global in outlook, being
equally useful for students of international trade law in the UK, Europe, the US, Asia and
elsewhere around the world. This updated edition includes in-depth discussions of the most
recent developments in international trade jurisprudence, setting out important precedents that
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help establish the boundaries between global trade rules and domestic national autonomy. In
this era, when political developments place even more importance on international trade, it will
be essential reading for all students, scholars and practitioners in the field.
The aim of this work is to analyse the current provisions on domestic regulation contained in
the GATS, as well as to examine the negotiations on future disciplines currently being worked
on by WTO members. In particular it aims to see what impact these rules will have on the
licensing of telecoms services. In addition the study seeks to investigate whether, on a proper
analysis and understanding of the legal texts on domestic regulation, the claims made by some
civil society organisations and NGOs are valid.59
"Both in WTO law and EU law there is a dichotomy between liberalisation based on market
access and targeting domestic regulation. Consequently, both regimes share the problem of
distinguishing national measures impairing market access and those that do not have such
effect. Looking at the provision of services, a cornerstone of EU substantive law, in the EU and
the WTO this book offers a comprehensive evaluation of the current legal status quo on
transnational services provision on a global level. Based on thorough analysis of both EU and
WTO law, policymakers are provided with concrete proposals for fostering the consistency and
effectiveness of the current regime. A final chapter discusses possible approaches to
regulation such as home state rule, hoststate rule and mutual recognition from a comparative
perspective. Written by a highly respected author team, this is essential reading for EU internal
market specialists and WTO law scholars alike"-The internationalization of legal services and the development of corporate law firms have led
to profound changes in the practice of law, giving it a more commercial and international focus.
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These changes, coupled with a general intolerance of restrictions to competition, have led
governments to reconsider the way they regulate the profession. Liberalization of trade in legal
services takes place both at the multilateral level within the World Trade Organization’s
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and at the regional level within preferential
trade agreements (PTAs). This book analyses the liberalization process that takes place at
both levels. It is the first publication to undertake an in-depth analysis of the obligations
contained in these agreements. Starting from an overview of the regulations related to legal
services – and focusing on barriers to cross-border legal services that result from these
regulations – the analysis goes a long way towards pinpointing which regulations should be
removed and which adopted or preserved in order to facilitate international trade in legal
services. Insightful considerations explore the cross-border features of such elements as the
following: cross-border mergers and acquisitions; intellectual property rights; new financial
instruments; business-to-business dispute resolution mechanisms; business permits; company
formation; tax burdens; regulatory compliance; transparency rules; residency and local
presence requirements; restrictions on (e.g.) ownership, investment, entry, fee-setting, and
advertising; and extension of accountancy disciplines to legal services. Noting that the most
successful global law firms are not those that impose one single culture but rather those that
harmonize many cultures around shared core values and a consistent approach to clients, the
author has produced a timely and far-reaching work that is highly relevant for international
legal practice. It is sure to be warmly welcomed by legal practitioners, government officials and
policymakers in the legal services sector, and advisors at governments and international
organizations, as well as by academics and researchers.
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Trade in services, far more than trade in goods, is affected by a variety of domestic
regulations, ranging from qualification and licensing requirements in professional services to
pro-competitive regulation in telecommunications services. Experience shows that the quality
of regulation strongly influences the consequences of trade liberalization. WTO members have
agreed that a central task in the ongoing services negotiations will be to develop a set of rules
to ensure that domestic regulations support rather than impede trade liberalization. Since these
rules are bound to have a profound impact on the evolution of policy, particularly in developing
countries, it is important that they be conducive to economically rational policy-making. This
book addresses two central questions: What impact can international trade rules on services
have on the exercise of domestic regulatory sovereignty? And how can services negotiations
be harnessed to promote and consolidate domestic policy reform across highly diverse
sectors? The book, with contributions from several of the world's leading experts in the field,
explores a range of rule-making challenges arising at this policy interface, in areas such as
transparency, standards and the adoption of a necessity test for services trade. Contributions
also provide an in-depth look at these issues in the key areas of accountancy, energy, finance,
health, telecommunications and transportation services.
The University of Michigan Press is pleased to announce the second volume in an annual
series, the World Trade Forum. The Forum's members include scholars, lawyers, and
government and business practitioners working in the area of international trade, law, and
policy. They meet annually to discuss integration issues in international economic relations,
focusing on a new theme each year. The World Trade Forum 1998 deals with the issue of
regulatory barriers. Contributors focus their attention on the implications that government
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intervention has on the principle of nondiscrimination, the cornerstone of the World Trade
Organization. The chapters, which cover both the positive and the normative level, deal in
particular with the issue of "like product" definition, and with mutual recognition agreements.
The relevant WTO case law is presented and analyzed, and the roundtable discussions are
primarily aimed at clarifying to what extent a constitutional function should be assigned to the
WTO organs, if at all. Contributors include: Christoph Bail, Jacques Bourgeois, Marco
Bronckers, Thomas Cottier, William Davey, Paul Demaret, Piet Eeckhout, Crawford Falconer,
Olivier Guillod, Meinhard Hilf, Gary Horlick, Robert Howse, Robert Hudec, Patrick Low, Aaditya
Mattoo, Petros C. Mavroidis, Patrick Messerlin, Damien Neven, Kalypso Nicolaidis, David
Palmeter, Ernst Ulrich Petresmann, Andre Sapir, and Michel Waelbroeck. Thomas Cottier is
Professor of Law, Institute of European and International Economic Law, University of Bern
Law School. Petros C. Mavroidis is Professor of Law, University of Neuchâ tel.

A detailed examination of WTO agreements regulating trade in goods, discussing legal
context, policy background, economic rationale, and case law. The General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has extended its institutional arsenal since the Kennedy
round in the early 1960s. The current institutional design is the outcome of the Uruguay
round and agreements reached in the ongoing Doha round (begun in 2001). One of the
institutional outgrowths of GATT is the World Trade Organization (WT0), created in
1995. In this book, Petros Mavroidis offers a detailed examination of WTO agreements
regulating trade in goods, discussing legal context, policy background, economic
rationale, and case law. Each chapter examines a given legal norm and its subsequent
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practice. In particular, he discusses agreements dealing with customs clearance;
“contingent protection” instruments, which allow WTO members unilaterally to add to
the negotiated amount of protection when a certain contingency (for example, dumping)
has occurred; TBT (Technical Barriers to Trade) and SPS (Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary
Measures) agreements, both of which deal with such domestic instruments as
environmental, health policy, or consumer information; the agreement on Trade Related
Investment Measures (TRIM); sector-specific agreements on agriculture and textiles;
plurilateral agreements (binding a subset of WTO membership) on government
procurement and civil aviation; and transparency in trade relations. This book's
companion volume examines the GATT regime for international trade.
This title provides a comprehensive introduction to the key issues in trade and
liberalization of services. Providing a useful overview of the players involved, the
barriers to trade, and case studies in a number of service industries, this is ideal for
policymakers and students interested in trade.
International rules on trade in services and intellectual property are new additions to the
multilateral trading system, but both have played an important role in the system since
their entry. Accompanied by a detailed introduction, this volume contains essays which
cover not only the law and jurisprudence of these topics but also the underlying
economics and politics behind their incorporation into the multilateral system and
continued prominence. The volume provides readers with a comprehensive overview of
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the development of these controversial and increasingly important areas of international
trade law.
This book examines the regulation of services within the WTO. It examines the problem
of reconciling a liberal system of trade in services with national governments' ability to
protect social values through service regulation. The book analyses the existing legal
framework and assesses the potential of ongoing trade negotiations.
This Research Handbook explores the latest frontiers in services trade by drawing on
insights from empirical economics, law and global political economy. The world’s
foremost experts take stock of the learning done to date in services trade, explore
policy questions bedevilling analysts and direct attention to a host of issues, old and
new, confronting those interested in the service economy and its rising salience in crossborder exchange. The Handbook’s 22 chapters shed informed analytical light on a
subject matter whose substantive remit continues to be shaped by rapid evolutions in
technology, data gathering, market structures, consumer preferences, approaches to
regulation and by ongoing shifts in the frontier between the market and the state.
Trade remedies, namely anti-dumping, countervailing measures and safeguards, are
one of the most controversial issues in today's global trading environment. When used,
such measures effectively close the markets of the importing countries to competition
from outside for a certain period of time. Exporters that are faced with such measures
can either try to convince their government to bring a case against the government of
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the importing country in the WTO or to use, themselves, the judicial review mechanism
of the importing country. This second path has been, until now, largely unexamined.
Domestic Judicial Review of Trade Remedies is the first book of its kind to examine in
detail how the judicial review process has functioned and considers the experiences in
the domestic courts of the twenty-one WTO members that are the biggest users of
trade remedies.
Domestic regulation of services sectors has a significant impact on services trade
liberalization, which is why General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) disciplines
are negotiated in the WTO. With the help of analyses and case-studies from
academics, regulators and trade experts, this book explores the scope and limits of
WTO legal principles to promote domestic regulatory reform. Case-studies discuss
country-specific challenges and experiences of regulating important service sectors,
such as finance, telecommunications, distribution, legal, education, health, postal and
logistics services, as well as the role of regulatory impact assessments. The findings
will interest trade officials, policy-makers, regulators, think tanks and businesses
concerned with the implications of domestic regulation on access to services markets,
and with the opportunities for formulating trade disciplines in this area. It is also a useful
resource for academics and students researching regulatory approaches and practices
in services sectors.
This toolkit is to offer a practical methodology to government officials and staff from
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development organizations on how to identify and assess laws and regulations that
affect international trade and investment in the services sector.
Artificial intelligence (AI) technologies are transforming economies, societies, and
geopolitics. Enabled by the exponential increase of data that is collected, transmitted,
and processed transnationally, these changes have important implications for
international economic law (IEL). This volume examines the dynamic interplay between
AI and IEL by addressing an array of critical new questions, including: How to
conceptualize, categorize, and analyze AI for purposes of IEL? How is AI affecting
established concepts and rubrics of IEL? Is there a need to reconfigure IEL, and if so,
how? Contributors also respond to other cross-cutting issues, including digital
inequality, data protection, algorithms and ethics, the regulation of AI-use cases
(autonomous vehicles), and systemic shifts in e-commerce (digital trade) and industrial
production (fourth industrial revolution). This title is also available as Open Access on
Cambridge Core.
Trade in services is an increasingly important part of global trade and, as such, figures
prominently in multilateral, regional and bilateral trade negotiations. In this volume of
essays, academics, negotiators and experts from various international organizations
explore the achievements of such negotiations, together with the challenges and
opportunities which arise and the motivations that come into play in such negotiations.
The contributions highlight issues in important services sectors, such as distribution,
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energy, finance, telecommunications, air transport and the postal and audiovisual
sectors, as well as areas such as cross-border trade and government procurement.
Case studies look into the experiences of specific countries. The focus on sector
analysis and country experiences sheds light on the state of services liberalization and
the regulation of international trade in services at the beginning of the twenty-first
century, making this an indispensable guide to ongoing and future international
negotiations on this topic.
Twenty-first century Africa is in a process of economic transformation, but challenges
remain in areas such as structural reform, governance, commodity pricing and
geopolitics. This book looks into key questions facing the continent, such as how Africa
can achieve deeper integration into the rules-based multilateral trading system and the
global economy. It provides a range of perspectives on the future of the multilateral
trading system and Africa's participation in global trade and underlines the supportive
roles that can be played by multilateral and regional institutions during such a rapid and
uncertain transition. This volume is based on contributions to the Fourth China Round
Table on WTO Accessions and the Multilateral Trading System, which took place just
before the World Trade Organization's Tenth Ministerial Conference in Nairobi in
December 2015.
The multilateral trading system stands at a crossroads. Despite its widely
acknowledged contribution to global prosperity over the past half century, the
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movement toward further liberalization has increasingly been challenged. These essays
by leading scholars and trade officials honor Raymond Vernon, one of the architects of
the international economic institutions established following the Second World War. The
book examines several key issues at the heart of the debate over the multilateral
trading system. What are the global efficiency gains from further liberalization? How
can efficiency gains be maximized while respecting legitimate claims to sovereignty? Is
the trading system affording an equitable distribution of benefits between countries and
among various groups within societies? Does civil society have a role in the trading
system? What role should the World Trade Organization and its dispute settlement
procedures play in resolving disputes and enhancing legitimacy?
This comprehensive account of the establishment of the WTO focuses on those who
shaped its creation as well as those who have influenced its evolution. It also examines
trade negotiations, the WTO's dispute settlement role, the process of joining, and what
lies ahead for the organization.
'Regional Trade Agreements and the WTO Legal System' introduces the economic &
political underpinnings of regional trade agreements, their constitutional functions, &
their role as a locus for integrating trade & human rights.
Contains GATT, GATS, TRIPS, the new dispute settlement procedures and the legal
framework of the WTO.
Successful international integration has underpinned most experiences of rapid growth,
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shared prosperity, and reduced poverty. Perhaps no sector of the economy better
illustrates the potential benefits--but also the perils--of deeper integration than banking.
International banking may contribute to faster growth in two important ways: first, by
making available much needed capital, expertise, and new technologies; and second,
by enabling risk-sharing and diversification. But international banking is not without
risks. The global financial crisis vividly demonstrated how international banks can
transmit shocks across the globe. The Global Financial Development Report 2017/2018
brings to bear new evidence on the debate on the benefits and costs of international
banks, particularly for developing countries. It provides evidence-based policy guidance
on a range of issues that developing countries face. Countries that are open to
international banking can benefit from global flows of funds, knowledge, and
opportunity, but the regulatory challenges are complex and, at times, daunting. Global
Financial Development Report 2017/2018 is the fourth in a World Bank series. The
report also tracks financial systems in more than 200 economies before and during the
global financial crisis on an accompanying website
(www.worldbank.org/financialdevelopment). **Note: This World Bank report, Global
Financial Development Report 2017/2018: Bankers without Borders, is not associated
with the Grameen Foundation’s Bankers without Borders program, which engages
volunteer consultants to donate their expertise to serve social enterprises and
nonprofits in poor countries. For more information, visit:
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https://www.bankerswithoutborders.com.
The World Trade Organisation plays the primary role in regulating international trade in
goods, services and intellectual property. Traditionally, international trade law and
regulation has been analysed primarily from the trade-in-goods perspective. Services
are becoming an important competence for the WTO. The institutional, legal and
regulatory influence of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) on
domestic economic policymaking is attracting increasing attention in the academic and
policymaking literature. The growing importance of services trade to the global
economy makes the application of the GATS to trade in services an important concern
of international economic policy. The GATS contains important innovations that build on
the former GATT and existing WTO/GATT trade regime for goods. This book fills a void
in the academic and policymaking literature by examining how the GATS governs
international trade in services and its growing impact on the regulatory practice of WTO
member states. It offers a unique discussion of the major is-sues confronting WTO
member states by analysing the GATS and related international trade issues from a
variety of perspectives that include law, political economy, regulation, and business.
Moreover, the role of the WTO in promoting liberalised trade and economic
development has come under serious strain because of the breakdown of the Doha
Development Round negotiations. The book analyses the issues in the Doha services
debate with some suggested policy approaches that might help build a more durable
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GATS framework. The book is a welcomed addition to the WTO literature and will serve
as a point of reference for academics, policymakers andpractitioners.
This handbook aims to provide a better understanding of GATS and the challenges and
opportunities of the ongoing negotiations. For users who are familiar with the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), similarities and differences are pointed out
where relevant. Likewise, for users who are familiar with the balance-of-payments
definition of 'trade', departures from the Agreement's coverage are explained. To
stimulate further thinking about the core concepts and implications of the Agreement,
several text boxes have been included to provide 'food for thought', and at the end of
each chapter test questions have been added to recapitulate and ensure understanding
of the core content.
This book discusses the standards established for the regulation of public health and
safety issues.
The perceived impact of WTO law on the domestic regulatory autonomy of WTO
Members is increasingly becoming the subject of controversy and debate. This book
brings together in an integrated analytical framework the main WTO parameters
defining the interface between the WTO and domestic legal orders,and examines how
WTO adjudicators, i.e. panels and the Appellate Body, have construed those rules. A
critical analysis identifies the flaws or weaknesses of these quasi-judicial solutions and
their potential consequences for Members' regulatory autonomy. In an attempt to
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identify a more proper balance between WTO law and regulatory autonomy, it develops
an innovative interpretation of the National Treatment obligations in GATT and GATS,
drawing upon compelling arguments from legal, logic and economic theory.
This collection of essays takes stock of the key challenges that have arisen since the
entry into force of the General Agreement on Trade in Services in the mid-1990s and
situates them in the context of the WTO's Doha Development Agenda and the
proliferation of preferential agreements addressing services today. The multidisciplinary
approach provides an opportunity for many of the world's leading experts and a number
of new analytical voices to exchange ideas on the future of services trade and
regulation. Cosmopolitan approaches to the treatment of labour mobility, the shape of
services trade disciplines in the digital age and pro-competitive regulation in air
transport are explored with a view to helping readers gain a better understanding of the
forces shaping the changes. An essential read for all those concerned with the
evolution of the rules-based trading system and its impact on the service economy.
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